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N E W  Y O R K
E D U C A T I O NRunaway Girl, 15, 

Sold Into Slavery,  
Off icials Allege

Locked in Basement,
Forced Into Sex

By GEOFFREY GRAY
Staff Reporter of the Sun

A 15-year-old runaway from upstate
New York was sold into slavery for $500
and forced to perform sexual acts while
imprisoned in a Queens basement to
pay off the buyer, court records show.

Law enforcement officials said the al-
leged sale of the teenager,who ran away
in January of last year, is the first case
in recent memory of a pimp paying cash
to take ownership of a prostitute.

Police detectives are searching for
the man who made the alleged sale, law
enforcement officials said.

“Obviously, you don’t think in a year
like 2005 that people are being sold on
the street, and that one human being
could own a 15-year-old girl, but it hap-
pened,” one supervising prosecutor
handling the case,Anthony Communiel-
lo, said. Mr. Communiello runs the Spe-
cial Proceedings Bureau for the Queens
district attorney, Richard Brown.

The alleged sale took place at the
home of Jackson Metellus, 24, who also
was convicted for a bank robbery and is
serving out a 15-year sentence in prison.

In the bedroom of Metellus’s home,
in the Rosedale section, the unknown
man allegedly offered to sell the girl to
Metellus for $500, according to a crimi-
nal complaint that outlines the teenag-
er’s allegations. It was filed by Queens
prosecutors.

Directly after Metellus paid the $500
fee,according to the complaint,he then
told the teenager she would have to
make up the $500 he paid for her.

The girl was then instructed to take
off all her clothes.She was locked inside
a basement bedroom without any food,
water, or a telephone. She was kept in
the windowless room for about a month,
according to the complaint, and was not
allowed to wear any clothes at any time
she was inside the apartment.

During the course of one day, Metel-
lus, who ultimately pleaded guilty to
promoting prostitution in May 2004, al-
legedly had sex with the teenager as
many as 10 times,the complaint alleges.

If the teenager did not comply with
the sexual favors, she claims she would
be denied food and water and be treated
harshly.The girl was also forced to have
sex with two of Metellus’s relatives dur-
ing the period of alleged imprisonment,
including his father, Jacques Metellus,
51, who subsequently pleaded guilty to
statutory rape charges and was sen-
tenced to 30 days in jail and 10 years of
probation.Jacque Metellus could not be
reached yesterday.

The teenager was also forced to en-
gage in oral sex and sexual intercourse
on at least 15 different occasions with
different men in motel rooms.

Yesterday, her alleged purchaser,
Jackson Metellus, was sentenced to
serve a two- to six-year prison sentence
for the prostitution charges, time that
will be spent in addition to the 15 years
in prison for the armed robbery convic-
tion.The conviction of Metellus and his
father were the fourth thus far to have
stemmed from the allegations of the
15-year-old, who claims she was traded
among at least three different pimps.

Her ordeal began after she accepted a
ride from strangers after running away
from home in January 2004.At one point
during the last year,the teenager was ar-
rested for prostitution in Miami. Hours
before her mother arrived to the Florida
jail to cover her daughter’s $2,400 bail,
law enforcement officials said the
teenager had left with her pimp,who ar-
rived in court first.

The pimp, a 26-year-old female,
Christine Waltzer, also of Queens, is
now serving a three- to nine-year sen-
tence in state prison on prostitution
charges. The 15-year-old is back living
with her family, prosecutors said.

By DAVID LOMBINO
Special to the Sun

In the largest rally since their con-
tract expired two years ago, nearly
20,000 New York City educators from
the United Federation of Teachers,par-
ents, and supporters shook Madison
Square Garden yesterday, stamping
their feet, waving signs, and angrily de-
manding a new contract with the city
that includes raises.

“How can he call himself the educa-
tion mayor when he’s held up our con-
tract for two years?” the union’s presi-
dent, Randi Weingarten, said of Mayor
Bloomberg. “What’s the excuse now?
Scores are up. The money is there. Our
members deserve competitive salaries.”

The rally took place one day after Mr.
Bloomberg and his schools chancellor,
Joel Klein, announced that public-
school students in the third, fifth, sixth,
and seventh grades demonstrated im-
pressive one-year gains on the city’s
standardized English and math exams,
scoring at the highest levels since the
exam was first administered six years
ago. The Bloomberg administration at-
tributed the improvement to the recent
school reorganization and to the imple-
mentation of new comprehensive cur-
riculums in reading, writing, and math.

Several teachers at yesterday’s rally
offered a different take on the improved
test scores.“Theywould affect this event
more positively if this administration se-
riously understood who is really respon-
sible for the test scores. It is the hard-
working teachers, not any mandated
ideas of the Bloomberg administration,”
a language-arts teacher for more than 20
years at IS 143 in Washington Heights,
Peter Miner,said.“It is as if the mayor sat
down with his people and said, ‘Let’s get
elected without this contract. If I dazzle
this electorate enough,we don’t need the
teachers.’ That’s part of the arrogance
that I hold him accountable for.”

Other teachers accused the mayor of
using the scores as political ammuni-
tion and prioritizing West Side and
downtown development projects and
his own re-election over settling the
teachers’ contract dispute.

Four mayoral candidates — Democ-
rats Fernando Ferrer, Gifford Miller,
and Anthony Weiner, and Republican
Thomas Ognibene — enjoyed an im-
promptu opportunity to rouse the
crowd, tout their education creden-
tials, and jab at Mr. Bloomberg’s
schools record.The candidates were in-
troduced and paraded on the stage,but
they were not scheduled to speak — un-
til Mr.Weiner grabbed the microphone
and told the crowd of his mother’s 30
years of experience as a teacher in the
city school system.When Mr. Ferrer at-
tempted to follow with a stump speech
of his own, all of the candidates were
awkwardly ushered off stage.

Only later in the program did Ms.
Weingarten interrupt and invite the
candidates back on stage for two-minute
addresses. Mr. Miller drew the loudest
applause when he recalled his experi-
ence last year teaching an eighth-grade
social studies class once a week, saying
he developed a new appreciation for the
importance and difficulty of teaching.
“If this mayor had done that just once in
his entire life,you would have a contract
now,” Mr. Miller said.

The mayor and the chancellor were
sent invitations to the event but did not
reply or attend. A spokesman for the
mayor, Robert Lawson, said in a state-
ment: “Union and special interest rhet-
oric aside, the facts are that test scores
are up, our schools are safer, and we are
building new schools and reducing class
size through the most ambitions capital
plan in the city’s history. After genera-
tions of failure,we are finally taking our
schools in the right direction.”

Yesterday’s event at Madison Square
Garden — not a favorite venue of the
mayor’s, because of its owners’ fierce
opposition to his plan for the New York
Sports and Convention  Center — fea-
tured entertainment from Richie
Havens, among others.

THOUSANDS AT TEACHERS RALLY DEMAND NEW CONTRACT 

KONRAD F IEDLER

UNITED THEY STAND Zelideth Diaz, a teacher at P.S. 198 in the Bronx, shows her support for a contract yesterday at a teachers rally at Madison Square Garden. 

By JULIA LEVY
Staff Reporter of the Sun

When Kathleen Cashin arrived at
Region 5 two years ago, it had been an
educational wasteland for decades.
About two-thirds of children in the ele-
mentary and middle schools were fail-
ing state and city math and English ex-
ams. As is still true, about 75% of the
students were poor enough to qualify
for free and reduced-price lunch and
about 80% were black and Hispanic.

These days, Region 5, which strad-
dles eastern Brooklyn and southern
Queens, is making substantial
progress. This year, a year when the
citywide percentage of students meet-
ing or exceeding standards in grades
three, five, six, and seven jumped by
14.4 percentage points in English and
7.5 percentage points in math, Region
5 topped every other region.

The proportion of the region’s third-,
fifth-, sixth-, and seventh-graders meet-
ing standards jumped 16.9 points in
English and 9.7 in math.

In a telephone interview yesterday,
Ms. Cashin said the unprecedented
gains were due to teamwork, targeted
professional development, goal-set-
ting, and intense organization.

“We are very well organized,” she
said. “We think 20 steps ahead. We try
to leave nothing to chance. … The un-
derpinning of everything is to be or-
ganized.”

She said that means she and her
team plan out professional develop-
ment a year in advance, targeting the
different professional needs of teach-
ers. It also means they create “proto-
types” for teaching balanced literacy
that establish clear expectations.

Ms. Cashin said her region’s success
goes beyond such specific programs. It
has to do with attitude.

“I’m not cautious. I’m not irresponsi-
ble, of course. But I go for it because I
know the children don’t have time to
wait,” she said. “And then when you

have the attitude of hope — that you’re
glad to be with them — that’s conta-
gious.”

A vice president at Kaplan K12 Learn-
ing Services,Seppy Basili,whose compa-
ny does test-preparation and profession-
al development in every Region 5 school,
said what’s most impressive about the re-
gion is the amount of cooperation.

“The level of teamwork in Region 5
is terrific,” he said. “There’s a really
strong spirit of cooperation and energy
and mission. That’s very clear to me
when I work there. That’s something I
see that stands out.”

The vice chairman of the division of
educational leadership, administration,
and policy at Fordham University, Matt
Bromme, said, “I really think that you
have a good group of principals and
teachers who work very hard. They’ve

put in very good test prep programs.And
they did what they had to do.” Mr.
Bromme used to be the superintendent
of District 7,one of the three community
school districts that make up Region 5.

Principals in the region said the re-
cent progress could be credited to the
commitment and cooperation of region-
al leaders — and also a lot of hard work.

When Myron Rock became princi-
pal of P.S./I.S. 41 in Brownsville four
years ago, the school was under correc-
tive action, one step worse than fail-
ing. Since then, it has made steady up-
ward progress. This year, 63.5% of
fourth-graders met or exceeded Eng-
lish standards with scores of 3 and 4.
At the fifth-grade level, 48.3% of stu-
dents scored at levels 3 and 4 on the
English exam,up from 31.6% last year.
The seventh-graders made an even

greater gain in English. Last year, just
16.4% scored at levels 3 and 4. This
year, 36.5% of seventh-graders passed.

Mr. Rock said the improvements
were due to a very dedicated group of
teachers who worked during free peri-
ods, on Saturdays, on vacations, and af-
ter school with students who needed
extra support. He also attributed the
success to Ms. Cashin’s support, test
preparation from Kaplan, an intensive
arts program featuring after-school
clubs at which students can learn about
dance, theater, and poetry, and an in-
creased focus on writing.

“Writing is a very critical piece to
our school’s educational process,” he
said.“Writing allows you to clarify your
thinking.”

He said average first-grader at his
school is writing this year at the level
an average fourth-grader was writing
four years ago.

Another Region 5 principal,Oswaldo
Malave of P.S.156,said the mayor’s plan
to hold back fifth-graders who scored at
the lowest level on the math or English
exams proved to be a “scare tactic”that
boosted performance. Last year, 36.5%
of his fifth-graders passed the reading
exam. This year, a full 59.6% passed.
The percent scoring at the lowest level
dropped to 6.6% from 20.4%.

“There are too many competing
forces out there.There are games, Nin-
tendos, televisions. It competes with in-
struction,” he said. “It’s easier for a
child to sit and watch television rather
than be in Saturday school. I think it’s a
good thing that we have this incentive
of holding them accountable.”

Constance Hahn, the principal of
P.S. 108, said she’s “ecstatic” about the
scores. “We have to prepare the chil-
dren to be successful adults.We have to
prepare them to be successful leaders
for tomorrow. We had to put an end to
people not being able to perform in so-
ciety,” she said. “We tell the children
you have to have a plan. Third grade
counts. Second grade counts.”

At Top Gainer Region 5, Educators Like To ‘Think 20 Steps Ahead’

GARY HE

SKYROCKETING SCORES Seventh-grade students in Latasha Rutlidge’s class-
room at P.S./I.S. 41 in Brooklyn yesterday. The school, part of District 23, saw the
largest increase in growth on reading scores, which were released Wednesday.

Staff Reporter of the Sun
The Theodore Roosevelt Associa-

tion public-speaking contest, the old-
est public-speaking contest open to
students at New York City’s public
high schools, celebrated its 80th an-
niversary yesterday at the former
president’s birthplace, on East 20th
Street in Manhattan.

Nine finalists selected through a rig-
orous semifinal competition presented
their original speeches in a wood-pan-
eled fourth-floor auditorium in front of
a team of judges that included a
“Tonight Show” contributing humorist
and author, Mo Rocca; a columnist for
The New York Sun, John P. Avlon, and
board members of the Theodore Roo-
sevelt Association, Linda Shookster
and Cordelia Roosevelt.

The first-place winner of the annual
award, which was first given five years
after Roosevelt’s death, is awarded
$5,000 in the form of prize money and
a college scholarship from the
Theodore Roosevelt Association.

This year’s winner was a student
from Townsend Harris High School,
Eleanor Fallon. Her speech was giv-
en from the perspective of Roo-
sevelt’s wife, Edith, and commented
on the process of painting the fa-
mous John Singer Sargent portrait of
President Roosevelt, which hangs in

the White House.
The second-place winner, Benjamin

Cardozo High School student April
Zhu, spoke about Theodore Roosevelt’s
continued relevance in the age of the
war on terror, both his call for coura-
geous action and his rejection of the
concept of “hyphenated Americans.”
Her message took on special resonance
because of Ms. Zhu’s enthusiastic de-

livery and personal story as an immi-
grant from China.

Third place went to a student from
Queens Gateway to Health Sciences
High School, April Ortega, whose
speech concerned Roosevelt’s pioneer-
ing support for women’s rights and
drew upon his often-overlooked 1880
Harvard College thesis calling for gen-
der equality.

A combination of creativity, re-

search, and memorization character-
ized the efforts of all the finalists. Oth-
er students spoke about different ele-
ments in Roosevelt’s life, such as the
creation of the Panama Canal. One stu-
dent, University Neighborhood High
School’s Dante Batten, wrote a
rhyming, rap-style oration as a vehicle
for assessing Roosevelt’s life and work.

Each of the finalists received a
medal emblazoned with the image of
Theodore Roosevelt, which was pre-
sented by the president of the associa-
tion, Norman Parsons; contest coordi-
nator Dr. Michael Manson, and the
new executive director of the associa-
tion, the biographer Ed Renehan.

This marks Mr. Renehan’s first
year as executive director following
the death of the association’s long-
time executive director, John Gable,
in January.

Mr. Renehan expressed determina-
tion to help the public-speaking con-
test grow in coming years, saying: “This
has been a program which has seen the
best and the brightest of New York
City’s public school students pass
through it since 1925, but we’d like to
increase participation even further by
expanding this excellent competition
to all New York City students in the fu-
ture, whether in public, private, or
parochial school.”

Winner Picked in Roosevelt Public-Speaking Contest for City Youth

One student wrote a
rhyming, rap-style

oration as a vehicle for
assessing Theodore

Roosevelt’s life 
and work.
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N E W  Y O R K
E D U C A T I O NRunaway Girl, 15, 

Sold Into Slavery,  
Off icials Allege

Locked in Basement,
Forced Into Sex

By GEOFFREY GRAY
Staff Reporter of the Sun

A 15-year-old runaway from upstate
New York was sold into slavery for $500
and forced to perform sexual acts while
imprisoned in a Queens basement to
pay off the buyer, court records show.

Law enforcement officials said the al-
leged sale of the teenager,who ran away
in January of last year, is the first case
in recent memory of a pimp paying cash
to take ownership of a prostitute.

Police detectives are searching for
the man who made the alleged sale, law
enforcement officials said.

“Obviously, you don’t think in a year
like 2005 that people are being sold on
the street, and that one human being
could own a 15-year-old girl, but it hap-
pened,” one supervising prosecutor
handling the case,Anthony Communiel-
lo, said. Mr. Communiello runs the Spe-
cial Proceedings Bureau for the Queens
district attorney, Richard Brown.

The alleged sale took place at the
home of Jackson Metellus, 24, who also
was convicted for a bank robbery and is
serving out a 15-year sentence in prison.

In the bedroom of Metellus’s home,
in the Rosedale section, the unknown
man allegedly offered to sell the girl to
Metellus for $500, according to a crimi-
nal complaint that outlines the teenag-
er’s allegations. It was filed by Queens
prosecutors.

Directly after Metellus paid the $500
fee,according to the complaint,he then
told the teenager she would have to
make up the $500 he paid for her.

The girl was then instructed to take
off all her clothes.She was locked inside
a basement bedroom without any food,
water, or a telephone. She was kept in
the windowless room for about a month,
according to the complaint, and was not
allowed to wear any clothes at any time
she was inside the apartment.

During the course of one day, Metel-
lus, who ultimately pleaded guilty to
promoting prostitution in May 2004, al-
legedly had sex with the teenager as
many as 10 times,the complaint alleges.

If the teenager did not comply with
the sexual favors, she claims she would
be denied food and water and be treated
harshly.The girl was also forced to have
sex with two of Metellus’s relatives dur-
ing the period of alleged imprisonment,
including his father, Jacques Metellus,
51, who subsequently pleaded guilty to
statutory rape charges and was sen-
tenced to 30 days in jail and 10 years of
probation.Jacque Metellus could not be
reached yesterday.

The teenager was also forced to en-
gage in oral sex and sexual intercourse
on at least 15 different occasions with
different men in motel rooms.

Yesterday, her alleged purchaser,
Jackson Metellus, was sentenced to
serve a two- to six-year prison sentence
for the prostitution charges, time that
will be spent in addition to the 15 years
in prison for the armed robbery convic-
tion.The conviction of Metellus and his
father were the fourth thus far to have
stemmed from the allegations of the
15-year-old, who claims she was traded
among at least three different pimps.

Her ordeal began after she accepted a
ride from strangers after running away
from home in January 2004.At one point
during the last year,the teenager was ar-
rested for prostitution in Miami. Hours
before her mother arrived to the Florida
jail to cover her daughter’s $2,400 bail,
law enforcement officials said the
teenager had left with her pimp,who ar-
rived in court first.

The pimp, a 26-year-old female,
Christine Waltzer, also of Queens, is
now serving a three- to nine-year sen-
tence in state prison on prostitution
charges. The 15-year-old is back living
with her family, prosecutors said.

By DAVID LOMBINO
Special to the Sun

In the largest rally since their con-
tract expired two years ago, nearly
20,000 New York City educators from
the United Federation of Teachers,par-
ents, and supporters shook Madison
Square Garden yesterday, stamping
their feet, waving signs, and angrily de-
manding a new contract with the city
that includes raises.

“How can he call himself the educa-
tion mayor when he’s held up our con-
tract for two years?” the union’s presi-
dent, Randi Weingarten, said of Mayor
Bloomberg. “What’s the excuse now?
Scores are up. The money is there. Our
members deserve competitive salaries.”

The rally took place one day after Mr.
Bloomberg and his schools chancellor,
Joel Klein, announced that public-
school students in the third, fifth, sixth,
and seventh grades demonstrated im-
pressive one-year gains on the city’s
standardized English and math exams,
scoring at the highest levels since the
exam was first administered six years
ago. The Bloomberg administration at-
tributed the improvement to the recent
school reorganization and to the imple-
mentation of new comprehensive cur-
riculums in reading, writing, and math.

Several teachers at yesterday’s rally
offered a different take on the improved
test scores.“Theywould affect this event
more positively if this administration se-
riously understood who is really respon-
sible for the test scores. It is the hard-
working teachers, not any mandated
ideas of the Bloomberg administration,”
a language-arts teacher for more than 20
years at IS 143 in Washington Heights,
Peter Miner,said.“It is as if the mayor sat
down with his people and said, ‘Let’s get
elected without this contract. If I dazzle
this electorate enough,we don’t need the
teachers.’ That’s part of the arrogance
that I hold him accountable for.”

Other teachers accused the mayor of
using the scores as political ammuni-
tion and prioritizing West Side and
downtown development projects and
his own re-election over settling the
teachers’ contract dispute.

Four mayoral candidates — Democ-
rats Fernando Ferrer, Gifford Miller,
and Anthony Weiner, and Republican
Thomas Ognibene — enjoyed an im-
promptu opportunity to rouse the
crowd, tout their education creden-
tials, and jab at Mr. Bloomberg’s
schools record.The candidates were in-
troduced and paraded on the stage,but
they were not scheduled to speak — un-
til Mr.Weiner grabbed the microphone
and told the crowd of his mother’s 30
years of experience as a teacher in the
city school system.When Mr. Ferrer at-
tempted to follow with a stump speech
of his own, all of the candidates were
awkwardly ushered off stage.

Only later in the program did Ms.
Weingarten interrupt and invite the
candidates back on stage for two-minute
addresses. Mr. Miller drew the loudest
applause when he recalled his experi-
ence last year teaching an eighth-grade
social studies class once a week, saying
he developed a new appreciation for the
importance and difficulty of teaching.
“If this mayor had done that just once in
his entire life,you would have a contract
now,” Mr. Miller said.

The mayor and the chancellor were
sent invitations to the event but did not
reply or attend. A spokesman for the
mayor, Robert Lawson, said in a state-
ment: “Union and special interest rhet-
oric aside, the facts are that test scores
are up, our schools are safer, and we are
building new schools and reducing class
size through the most ambitions capital
plan in the city’s history. After genera-
tions of failure,we are finally taking our
schools in the right direction.”

Yesterday’s event at Madison Square
Garden — not a favorite venue of the
mayor’s, because of its owners’ fierce
opposition to his plan for the New York
Sports and Convention  Center — fea-
tured entertainment from Richie
Havens, among others.

THOUSANDS AT TEACHERS RALLY DEMAND NEW CONTRACT 
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UNITED THEY STAND Zelideth Diaz, a teacher at P.S. 198 in the Bronx, shows her support for a contract yesterday at a teachers rally at Madison Square Garden. 

By JULIA LEVY
Staff Reporter of the Sun

When Kathleen Cashin arrived at
Region 5 two years ago, it had been an
educational wasteland for decades.
About two-thirds of children in the ele-
mentary and middle schools were fail-
ing state and city math and English ex-
ams. As is still true, about 75% of the
students were poor enough to qualify
for free and reduced-price lunch and
about 80% were black and Hispanic.

These days, Region 5, which strad-
dles eastern Brooklyn and southern
Queens, is making substantial
progress. This year, a year when the
citywide percentage of students meet-
ing or exceeding standards in grades
three, five, six, and seven jumped by
14.4 percentage points in English and
7.5 percentage points in math, Region
5 topped every other region.

The proportion of the region’s third-,
fifth-, sixth-, and seventh-graders meet-
ing standards jumped 16.9 points in
English and 9.7 in math.

In a telephone interview yesterday,
Ms. Cashin said the unprecedented
gains were due to teamwork, targeted
professional development, goal-set-
ting, and intense organization.

“We are very well organized,” she
said. “We think 20 steps ahead. We try
to leave nothing to chance. … The un-
derpinning of everything is to be or-
ganized.”

She said that means she and her
team plan out professional develop-
ment a year in advance, targeting the
different professional needs of teach-
ers. It also means they create “proto-
types” for teaching balanced literacy
that establish clear expectations.

Ms. Cashin said her region’s success
goes beyond such specific programs. It
has to do with attitude.

“I’m not cautious. I’m not irresponsi-
ble, of course. But I go for it because I
know the children don’t have time to
wait,” she said. “And then when you

have the attitude of hope — that you’re
glad to be with them — that’s conta-
gious.”

A vice president at Kaplan K12 Learn-
ing Services,Seppy Basili,whose compa-
ny does test-preparation and profession-
al development in every Region 5 school,
said what’s most impressive about the re-
gion is the amount of cooperation.

“The level of teamwork in Region 5
is terrific,” he said. “There’s a really
strong spirit of cooperation and energy
and mission. That’s very clear to me
when I work there. That’s something I
see that stands out.”

The vice chairman of the division of
educational leadership, administration,
and policy at Fordham University, Matt
Bromme, said, “I really think that you
have a good group of principals and
teachers who work very hard. They’ve

put in very good test prep programs.And
they did what they had to do.” Mr.
Bromme used to be the superintendent
of District 7,one of the three community
school districts that make up Region 5.

Principals in the region said the re-
cent progress could be credited to the
commitment and cooperation of region-
al leaders — and also a lot of hard work.

When Myron Rock became princi-
pal of P.S./I.S. 41 in Brownsville four
years ago, the school was under correc-
tive action, one step worse than fail-
ing. Since then, it has made steady up-
ward progress. This year, 63.5% of
fourth-graders met or exceeded Eng-
lish standards with scores of 3 and 4.
At the fifth-grade level, 48.3% of stu-
dents scored at levels 3 and 4 on the
English exam,up from 31.6% last year.
The seventh-graders made an even

greater gain in English. Last year, just
16.4% scored at levels 3 and 4. This
year, 36.5% of seventh-graders passed.

Mr. Rock said the improvements
were due to a very dedicated group of
teachers who worked during free peri-
ods, on Saturdays, on vacations, and af-
ter school with students who needed
extra support. He also attributed the
success to Ms. Cashin’s support, test
preparation from Kaplan, an intensive
arts program featuring after-school
clubs at which students can learn about
dance, theater, and poetry, and an in-
creased focus on writing.

“Writing is a very critical piece to
our school’s educational process,” he
said.“Writing allows you to clarify your
thinking.”

He said average first-grader at his
school is writing this year at the level
an average fourth-grader was writing
four years ago.

Another Region 5 principal,Oswaldo
Malave of P.S.156,said the mayor’s plan
to hold back fifth-graders who scored at
the lowest level on the math or English
exams proved to be a “scare tactic”that
boosted performance. Last year, 36.5%
of his fifth-graders passed the reading
exam. This year, a full 59.6% passed.
The percent scoring at the lowest level
dropped to 6.6% from 20.4%.

“There are too many competing
forces out there.There are games, Nin-
tendos, televisions. It competes with in-
struction,” he said. “It’s easier for a
child to sit and watch television rather
than be in Saturday school. I think it’s a
good thing that we have this incentive
of holding them accountable.”

Constance Hahn, the principal of
P.S. 108, said she’s “ecstatic” about the
scores. “We have to prepare the chil-
dren to be successful adults.We have to
prepare them to be successful leaders
for tomorrow. We had to put an end to
people not being able to perform in so-
ciety,” she said. “We tell the children
you have to have a plan. Third grade
counts. Second grade counts.”

At Top Gainer Region 5, Educators Like To ‘Think 20 Steps Ahead’

GARY HE

SKYROCKETING SCORES Seventh-grade students in Latasha Rutlidge’s class-
room at P.S./I.S. 41 in Brooklyn yesterday. The school, part of District 23, saw the
largest increase in growth on reading scores, which were released Wednesday.

Staff Reporter of the Sun
The Theodore Roosevelt Associa-

tion public-speaking contest, the old-
est public-speaking contest open to
students at New York City’s public
high schools, celebrated its 80th an-
niversary yesterday at the former
president’s birthplace, on East 20th
Street in Manhattan.

Nine finalists selected through a rig-
orous semifinal competition presented
their original speeches in a wood-pan-
eled fourth-floor auditorium in front of
a team of judges that included a
“Tonight Show” contributing humorist
and author, Mo Rocca; a columnist for
The New York Sun, John P. Avlon, and
board members of the Theodore Roo-
sevelt Association, Linda Shookster
and Cordelia Roosevelt.

The first-place winner of the annual
award, which was first given five years
after Roosevelt’s death, is awarded
$5,000 in the form of prize money and
a college scholarship from the
Theodore Roosevelt Association.

This year’s winner was a student
from Townsend Harris High School,
Eleanor Fallon. Her speech was giv-
en from the perspective of Roo-
sevelt’s wife, Edith, and commented
on the process of painting the fa-
mous John Singer Sargent portrait of
President Roosevelt, which hangs in

the White House.
The second-place winner, Benjamin

Cardozo High School student April
Zhu, spoke about Theodore Roosevelt’s
continued relevance in the age of the
war on terror, both his call for coura-
geous action and his rejection of the
concept of “hyphenated Americans.”
Her message took on special resonance
because of Ms. Zhu’s enthusiastic de-

livery and personal story as an immi-
grant from China.

Third place went to a student from
Queens Gateway to Health Sciences
High School, April Ortega, whose
speech concerned Roosevelt’s pioneer-
ing support for women’s rights and
drew upon his often-overlooked 1880
Harvard College thesis calling for gen-
der equality.

A combination of creativity, re-

search, and memorization character-
ized the efforts of all the finalists. Oth-
er students spoke about different ele-
ments in Roosevelt’s life, such as the
creation of the Panama Canal. One stu-
dent, University Neighborhood High
School’s Dante Batten, wrote a
rhyming, rap-style oration as a vehicle
for assessing Roosevelt’s life and work.

Each of the finalists received a
medal emblazoned with the image of
Theodore Roosevelt, which was pre-
sented by the president of the associa-
tion, Norman Parsons; contest coordi-
nator Dr. Michael Manson, and the
new executive director of the associa-
tion, the biographer Ed Renehan.

This marks Mr. Renehan’s first
year as executive director following
the death of the association’s long-
time executive director, John Gable,
in January.

Mr. Renehan expressed determina-
tion to help the public-speaking con-
test grow in coming years, saying: “This
has been a program which has seen the
best and the brightest of New York
City’s public school students pass
through it since 1925, but we’d like to
increase participation even further by
expanding this excellent competition
to all New York City students in the fu-
ture, whether in public, private, or
parochial school.”
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