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Section 1 (Writing: Essay) Sample Test 1

Grade 6 Essay R

The concept is intriguing. If desire can be “invented,” then any product, any service, any theory
is potentially a success. All that is needed is a marketing plan and access to potential customers.
Invent the desire, and then sit back and collect the profits.

The concept is also frightening. If desire is an articifial concept, then what becomes of the
concept of free will? If judgment can be overridden by packaging and promotion, are any of us really free
at allz Could the very notion of democracy be destroyed by a good press agent?

Fortunately, | don’t believe that true desire can be invented. The most that advertising can
create is awareness. Sometimes that awareness is created in a way that makes the product seem
more desirable than it actually is. Movie trailers, for example, take the most exciting moments of a
film and pack them into sixty seconds, to make the audience believe that the entire two hours will be
that action-packed. The tall, juicy burgers seen in fast food commercials bear little resemblance to the
wrapper-flattened sandwiches handed through most drive-up windows. Diet programs tout clients who
have lost hundreds of pounds, only admitting that “these results are not typical” in emall print.

How, then, can you account for the apparent success of so much advertising? In some cases,
simply creating the awareness can be enough. If a person saw and liked the first two Harry Fotter
movies, all they really need to be told is when the next one will be released, and what theaters will be
showing it. Mostly, however, | think what advertising provides is a bridge between the product and some
desire already present in the consumer. A successtul cosmetics commercial won't “invent” a desire for
a certain brand of lipstick as much as it will establish a connection between that brand of lipstick and
a woman’s desire to feel attractive. An ad that associates a product with a celebrity connects anyone
who uses that product to that celebrity, even if its only in an indirect way. A burger commercial can be
successtul just by making people feel hungry.

The advertising industry may strive to “invent desire,” but | don’t believe it can be done. (I do,
however, still tend to fall for those movie trailers!)

Grader’'s Comments: All essays are evaluated on four basic criteria: Topic, Support,
Organization, and Language. The writer here states her position clearly. She presents several
examples and develops them well, and the essay stays on topic.

The essay'’s structure is consistent and easy to follow, thanks to the writer’'s use of
transitions and Keywords (“also,” “for example,” “in some cases”). The writer ends with a
strong conclusion that summarizes her main point. The strong organization and structure of
this essay show that the writer took sufficient time to plan before she began to write.

Grammatically, the essay is consistent and accurate, although there are a few errors
(“concept” is used twice in the second sentence of the second paragraph; the plural “they” is
used to refer back to the singular “a person” in the third sentence of the fourth paragraph; the
contraction “it's” is misspelled in the next-to-last sentence of paragraph four). The writer uses
a variety of high-level sentence structure and language (“intriguing,” “tout,” “strive”), showing
that she took time to edit and giving additional strength and polish to her essay.
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Grade 4 Essay

It would be easy to dismiss the notion of “inventing desire” as being something that is
beyond the ability of a mere ad or commercial. We all like to think we can't be effected by a simple
sales pitch. But advertising is a multi-million dollar industry, so somebody must be doing something
right.

One example might be a commercial for a new car. If this car is extremely expensive. Someone
who doesn’t have a lot of money might know that this not a car they can afford. But the commercial
tells them that this is the kind of car people drive who are successful. It tells them, you deserve this
car. Gradually, the person begins to want this car, even though they didnt want it before. Desire has
been invented.

The same can be said also for commercials that advertise luxury cruises or vacations.
Consciously, a person might know that they cannot afford an expensive cruise. They may not have
ever considered taking a cruise before. Then they see a commercial that makes this cruise seem
incredible. It might even that this cruise is less expensive than other cruises. The person’s better
Judgment might be overrun by their desire to have what other people have, a desire invented by the
advertising.

On the other hand, not all commercials succeed in “inventing desire.” if they did, there would
be no movies that were flops. The movie studio would simply buy more advertising. If a person doesn’t
like action movies or romantic comedies, they aren’t going to go, no matter how good the commer-
cials are.

Advertising isn't foolproof, but it can definitely invent desire where there previously wasn't any.

Grader’s Comments: All essays are evaluated on four basic criteria: Topic, Support,
Organization, and Language. The writer begins this essay well, stating his point of view
clearly. He then offers two examples for support, although they could be more fully devel-
oped.

Organization is satisfactory, and the writer does use some Keywords and transitions
("One example,” “The same can be said,” “On the other hand”). The essay loses focus slight-
ly in the fourth paragraph, where the writer seems to be arguing against his own position.

There are a number of errors in this essay (“effected” is used in the first paragraph
where the writer means affected, the second sentence in the second paragraph is a frag-
ment, there’s a word missing in the first sentence in paragraph three, the writer repeatedly
uses the plural pronoun “they” to refer to singular antecedents). Better pacing would leave
the writer with time to proofread, and familiarity with Kaplan materials might help some of
the grammatical and usage errors.



Grade 1 Essay Samﬁ'gest 1
It seems to me that “desire” can be “invented” by advertising, otherwise why would companies ettt
spend so much money on commercials, ads, etc.? Advertising agencies, such as Chiat-Day in Los
Angeles, California, even win awards for this advertising. This must mean that they are successful in
“inventing desire” for things people would not otherwise even want.
There have been lawsuits against McDonald’s, saying it's there fault that people eat “Super
Size” meals and get fat. And how did these people even know to Super Size, because it’s in the com-
mercials. Of course, the commercials don’t tell you how much calories and fat the Super Size meals
have, only that you get more for the money and they taste good. If it wasn’t for the commercials,
those people would probably just order the regular size of meal.
This is a good example of advertising inventing the desire for a Super Size meal, even if it isn’t

good for you.

Grader’s Comments: All essays are evaluated on four basic criteria: Topic, Support,
Organization, and Language. This essay stays on topic by starting with an introduction based
on the prompt. The writer doesn’t provide much support for her opinion, however, offering
only one example and not developing it fully. Most of what the writer uses to support her
opinion is simply rewordings of the prompt. To improve on this aspect of her writing, the writ-
er should spend more time planning her essay and brainstorming her examples before she
begins to write.

Although the essay is not too difficult to follow, it does not contain strong transitions
between paragraphs, and Keywords are lacking. The writer needs to plan with a clear outline
and use transition words to help guide her as she writes.

Lastly, the essay contains numerous spelling and grammatical errors—"It seems to
me” uses the pronoun without an antecedent; “there” is misused for their, “much” is used
where many would be correct—as well as errors in sentence structure. Spending time on the
Kaplan SAT grammar review materials and leaving time to proofread to correct mistakes
would help this writer to improve the language of her essay.
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Section 2 (Math)

1.

D Category: Data Analysis

Difficulty: Low

Strategic Advice: On Test Day, a few questions will focus on your ability to interpret
graphical data, so make sure you work carefully with any charts or graphs, even in
relatively uncomplicated situations such as this one.

Getting to the Answer:

25%x$18mmbn:1£%¥@9=$ﬁamm

Category: Ratios

Difficulty: Low

Strategic Advice: Be sure to know the difference between direct and inverse
variation.

Getting to the Answer: Since the numbers vary inversely, use the equation

B= % where k is a constant. Use the given values of A and B (the number of each

type of jellybean) to find k, then use k to calculate the number of green jellybeans in
the second case.

k
25 =——
50
1,250 = k
1,250
: =250
5

Category: Angles
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: Probably the most important Test Day insight raised by this
question is the importance of keeping your eyes on the right prize: Most of your
initial work will center on x, but remember that you’re asked about y.
Getting to the Answer: In Figure I, x + 60 + x make up a straight line.
2x + 60 =180
X =60
Use 60 for x to find y by adding the angles of the triangle.
X+ 3y+y=180

60 + 4y =180
4y =120
y=30

Category: Ratios
Difficulty: Low
Strategic Advice: It's always a good idea to begin a ratio question by pinpointing
whether you're asked to deal with a part : part ratio, a part : whole ratio, or possibly
both types. In this case, you simply need a proportion between two part : part
ratios.
Getting to the Answer: Set up a proportion and use w for water.

8_w
5 40
5w =320

w= 64



5. A Category: Exponents ~ SAT
Difficulty: Medium Sumple Test 1
Strategic Advice: Often the challenge of a question is not in any single maneuver it may
require of you, but in the number of such maneuvers. Here, for example, as you deal
with the equation, it’s vital that you keep in mind the limits imposed by the inequality.

Getting to the Answer: If x < y and x¥ = 16 (given that you're dealing with positive
integers), x =2 and y = 4.
2-4=-2

6. C Category: Exponents
Difficulty: High
Strategic Advice: Be calm, and know your exponent rules.
Getting to the Answer: To get n, you'll eventually want to set the exponents equal

to each other. Because you can do so only if the bases are equal, begin by
4

4\-3 4\-3 4\-3
reexpressing (8”) so that its base is 2: (8”) = ((23)”)

43 4 -36
Because (a?)° = a*", ((23)") = 2(3)(5)(—3) —on,

3 3 -3n
Similarly, (274 = 2(—")(1) =24,
= -36 _ -3n
Now set the exponents equal: If 2 n =24 | then P
—144 = -3n?
144 = 3n?
48 = n?
14\/5 =n

4\V3 = n, since you were given that n > 0.

7. C Category: Functions
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: Function questions, especially those of relatively low difficulty,
frequently boil down to plain old substitution—so don’t let the fancy notation trip
you.
Getting to the Answer: f(g(3)) is read “f of g of 3” and, given the functions in this
question, essentially means “If x = 3, first tell me the value of x> — 1, and then take
that result and plug it in to x° — x. What you wind up with is the answer.”
gx)=x-1,s09(3)=3?-1=8
f(x) = x2 — x,s0 f(8) =8%2—-8=56

8. B Category: Number Lines
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: Use the number line to estimate the values of x and y. Don’t
worry about the actual values, but focus on what kinds of numbers x and y are.
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Getting to the Answer: You know that x is a negative fraction (say —%) and that y
is a positive fraction (say %).Then Xy is a negative fraction greater than x (in this

case, —%) which looks just about where Q is.
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9. A Category: Inequalities

10.

11.

12.

Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: Handle inequalities for the most part in the same way you would
handle an equality—that is, an equation. The one big exception: If you multiply or
divide an inequality by a negative number, remember to reverse the direction of the
inequality sign.
Getting to the Answer:
5a—-2> 41
5a > 43
a>8.6

Category: Sequences

Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: The trick to Sequences questions like this one is to first get a
firm grasp on the relationship between consecutive terms. Once you have that,
simply apply the relationship again and again, until you get to the value of the term
you need.

Getting to the Answer:

65=2z-1
66 =2z
383=z
z=2y—-1
33=2y-1
34 =2y
17 =y
y=2x-1
17 =2x—-1
18 =2x
9=x

Category: Complex Figures

Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: As with all Complex Figures questions, the key here is to pass
information from one figure to the next. Bet that the radius of the circle will also be a
dimension of another shape.

Getting to the Answer: Double the radius to get the diameter, which is also the

hypotenuse of isosceles right triangle ACD. The diameter is 2 x 3V/2 = 6V2.

Because the ratio of the sides in an isosceles right triangle is x : x: xV/2, each leg
measures 6. Because the leg of the triangle is also the side of the square, the
perimeter of the square must be 4 x 6 = 24.

Category: Averages

Difficulty: High

Strategic Advice: The average of a set of items is the sum of the terms divided by
the numbers of terms. Also, keep your options in mind; this question can be
managed algebraically or by Picking Numbers.

Getting to the Answer: Translate into algebra, manipulating the equation until all
you have on one side is an expression that means “the average of a and b”:



13.

14.

15.

16.

a+b+c
3

a+b+c=3z
a+b=3z-c
a+b _3z-c
2 2

=Z

Category: Logic

Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: When you see two groups of numbers that overlap, count the
number of distinct terms (to avoid counting the shared terms twice) using the
equation Gy + Go — B= T, where Gy and Gy are the numbers of terms in each

group, B is the number of terms common to both groups, and T is the total number
of terms.
Getting to the Answer:
Gi+Go-B=T
18+ 12-B=24
B=6

Category: Triangles

Difficulty: High

Strategic Advice: If all else fails, Eyeball—(A) is too small and (E) is too big.
Getting to the Answer: If each of the smaller triangles is equilateral and located
within a larger equilateral triangle, all of the smaller triangles are equal in size.

There are 25 small triangles, so each has an area of % = 3. There are 10 shaded
triangles, so the sum of their areas is 10 x 3 = 30.

Category: Linear Graphs

Difficulty: High

Strategic Advice: What you'll see in this case is that what you face is not really as
much a matter of coordinate geometry as of basic algebra and number properties.
Getting to the Answer:

3x+ 6y =29
3(x+2y) =29
29

2y = —

X+ 2y 3

You’re given that x and y are integers. 2y must then also be an integer. Two integers
can never sum to a noninteger, so there will be no points on this line.

Category: Equations

Difficulty: High

Strategic Advice: As you absorb the explanation below, notice how often the SAT

uses scary-looking word choices to mask what is actually a very straightforward

question. The upshot is to train yourself to see the simple question behind the

scary-looking one.

Getting to the Answer: Jon’s d inches, when reduced by % is Ali’s height in
1,.3d d_2d

inches. Ali’s height must then be d — Ed 3 33"

SAT
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17. C Category: Data Analysis

18.

19.

20.

Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: The cost per ounce of each brand is the slope of a line passing
through that brand and the origin of the graph.

Getting to the Answer: The point that lies on the line with the lowest slope will cost
the least per ounce. This lets you immediately rule out A, B, and D. It's hard to see
whether C or E is smaller, so you can just calculate the cost per ounce of each of
those brands to see which one is least.

C: ﬂ% = $0.125 per ounce
E: $21% =$0.14 per ounce

Brand C costs the least per ounce.

Category: Number Properties

Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: There’s almost always more than one way to get to the answer,
even with tough questions such as this. As an alternative to the explanation below,
remember that you could always Backsolve here.

Getting to the Answer: If you want a particular integer in a set minimized,
maximize the other integers in the set. You might think of -9 as the minimum if the
other values were —1, —1, and —1. But remember that the integers must be different.
The next best thing you can do is make the maximized integers —1, -2, and -3,
leaving —6 for the minimum.

Category: Solids
Difficulty: High
Strategic Advice: Word problems challenge many test takers, perhaps because
they’re really about English before they’re about math. As you read the English, ask
yourself, “What does this mean in math?” Next, sketch a rectangular piece of
luggage and label the height, length, and width.
Getting to the Answer: Translate: “the sum of the height of the luggage and the
perimeter of the base of the luggage must be less than or equal to 124 inches”
means that if the luggage has height h, length /, and width w, then h + 2(/+ w) =<
124. Now follow through with substitution:
40 + 2(/+18) = 124
40 +2/+ 36 = 124
2/< 48
/= 24

Category: Complex Figures

Difficulty: High

Strategic Advice: Begin by identifying what you want, and then reason backwards,
step by step, until you arrive at a clear, easy first step. In this case, you're asked for

aréaghaded

a probability that essentially boils down to the value of this fraction: .
areayole

Getting to the Answer: Picking Numbers is a great way to simplify your
calculations on complicated geometric probability problems. Let the radius of the
smaller circle equal 1. Then the diameter of the smaller circle, which is also the
length of a side of the square, is 2. The area of the square is 22 = 4 and the area of



the circle is 7(1)? = x, so the area of the shaded region is 4 — 7. The area of the
entire figure is the area of the larger circle. To find that, you'll need its radius.
Notice that the diameter of the larger circle is the same as the diagonal of the
square. Since the diagonal divides the square in two 45-45-90 triangles, the sides
of each triangle have the ratio x: x: xV2. The legs, or sides of the square, have
length 2, so the diagonal has length 2/2. Therefore, the radius of the larger circle

is % = V2 and the area of the entire figure is 7(\V/2)2 = 27. The probability that a

randomly selected point will fall within the shaded area is 4 — 7 or (B).

SAT
Sample Test 1
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Section 3 (Experimental—Math)

1.

5.

B Category: Linear Graphs

Difficulty: Low

Strategic Advice: The equation for a line (y = mx + b) is the key to answering
questions about lines on the SAT. In this equation, x and y are any point (x, y) on
the line, and mis the slope.

Getting to the Answer: You're looking for the y-intercept, which is b in the equation
for a line. You're given the point (4, —2), so you can plug x =4 and y = -2 in to the
equation. You're also given the slope, so you can plug in 5 for m.

y=mx+b
—2=54)+0b
—2=20+0b
-22=0b

So, the y-coordinate of the line is —22, (B).

Category: Sequences

Difficulty: Low

Strategic Advice: Since this is a low-difficulty question, the difference between each
number in the sequence should be straightforward.

Getting to the Answer: To find the value of d in the sequence, you have to figure out
what’s being done to each number in the sequence to get the next number. Ask
yourself, “How can | get from 4 to 20?” You can either add 16, or multiply by 5. How
can you get from 20 to 100? You can either add 80, or multiply by 5. So, each number
is multiplied by 5 to get the next number. 100 times 5 is d, so d = 500. Just to check,
multiply d by 5 to see if you get the next number. 500 times 5 = 2,500, so it works!

Category: Equations

Difficulty: Low

Strategic Advice: Whenever you see a problem with lots of addition and
multiplication, remember the order of operations.

Getting to the Answer: The order of operations is Parentheses, Exponents,
Multiplication, Division, Addition, and Subtraction (PEMDAS). So, first do the terms
in parentheses.

2 X 10* = 20,000

5 X 103 = 5,000
6 X 102 = 600
4 x 10" = 40

Then, add them
20,000 + 5,000 + 600 + 40 = 25,640.

Category: Number Lines

Difficulty: Low

Strategic Advice: To find how much greater one line segment is than another, you
have to find their lengths and subtract.

Getting to the Answer: Y'is at 3 on the number line and Zis at 8, so the length of
YZis 8 —3 =5. Xis at 1 on the number line and Y'is at 3, so the length of XY'is 3 —
1 =2. The length of YZis 5 — 2 = 3 greater than the length of XY.

Category: Exponents

Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: Think flexibility about numbers. How can you rewrite the number
16 using exponents?



Getting to the Answer: To find the value of x, you need to change 16 into a power
of 2.
16 = 2* Now, substitute 2* for 16 in the equation and solve.

2x+1=24
X+1=4
xX=3

Category: Angles

Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: There are 360 degrees around a point.

Getting to the Answer: To find a, add up the degree measures that you’re given,
set them equal to 360, and solve for a:

90+ 30 +2a+ 30+ a=360

150 + 3a = 360
3a=210
a=70

Category: Divisibility

Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: Questions with variables in the question stem and in the answer
choices will sound a lot less confusing if you Pick Numbers.

Getting to the Answer: To find the next multiple of 3, simply add 3 to the
expression: x— 1 + 3 = x + 2, (B). If this is unclear, pick a number for x.

If x=4, 4 -1 = 3; the next greatest multiple of 3 is 6. Plugging 4 for x into each
answer choice, you'll find that only (B) gives you 6.

Category: Averages

Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: Remember the average formula: number of terms X average =
sum of terms.

Getting to the Answer: For the first group, 3 X 40 = 120, so the sum of 20, 70,
and x is 120. For the second group, 4 X 50 = 200, so 20 + 70 + x + y = 200. Since
the sum of the first three terms is 120, 120 + y = 200, and y = 80.

Category: Percents

Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: Pick 100 to simplify confusing percents problems.

Getting to the Answer: Since you’re dealing with percents, let r= 100. 40% of
r=:s, so 40% of 100 = 40 = s. You're asked which answer choice is equal to 10% of
r, or 10% of 100 = 10. Now plug the value for s into the answer choices to see
which ones give you 10:

(A) 4s =4 X 40 = 160. Eliminate.

(B) 2s = 2 X 40 = 80. Eliminate.

s 40 I
(C) 5= = 20. Eliminate.

s 40 .

— == |
(D) 4= 2 10. This works!
€) S = % = 5. Eliminate.

Since (D) is the only choice that produces the desired result, it is the correct
answer. Remember, though, when Picking Numbers you need to check all the
answer choices; if more than one works, pick new numbers and plug them in until
only one answer choice works.

SAT
Sample Test 1
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10. C Category: Divisibility

11.

12.

13.

Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: Don’t be intimidated when the SAT introduces terms you’re not
familiar with. They’ll always be defined in the question stem.

Getting to the Answer: Check the answer choices. If a number has even one
factor (not including 1 and itself) that is not a prime number, eliminate that choice:
(A) 12: 4 is not prime. Eliminate.

(B) 18: 6 is not prime. Eliminate.

(C) 21: 3 and 7 are its only other factors, and both are prime. Correct!

(D) 24: 6 is not prime. Eliminate.

(E) 28: 4 is not prime. Eliminate.

Category: Geometric Visualization

Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: If you're not sure how common transformations work, try
plugging in points from the graph.

Getting to the Answer: The graph of w(x — 3) should be the graph of w(x) shifted
three units to the right. For instance, w(—3) = 0, so w(0 — 3) = 0. (A) is w(x) shifted
three units to the right.

Category: Equations

Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: The easiest way to solve this problem is to Pick Numbers.
Getting to the Answer: Try different possible values for x and y, eliminating the
incorrect answer choices. Since x is multiplied by 3, let’s begin with the smallest
positive integer value for x:

If 3(1) + y=14,then y=11, and x+ y=12. So (A) is out.

If 3(2) + y =14, then y =8, and x+ y =10, so (B) is out.

If 3(3) + y=14,then y=5, and x + y = 8, so (C) is also out.

You might notice at this point that (E) is impossible (which makes it the right
choice). After all, the next smallest possible value of x is 4, and since x and y must
both be positive integers, neither one can equal 0 (Zero is not positive—or
negative), so the sum of x and y must be greater than 4. (Sure enough, if x = 4,
then y =2, and x + y = 6, eliminating (D) as well.)

Category: Equations

Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: The equation in this question is complex enough that you may
prefer to Backsolve instead of solving the problem algebraically. Use whichever
method is more comfortable for you.

Getting to the Answer:

q+7 , 2q q-7
4+ — = _
4 7 =0t %

7q+49 8 _10 g-7
28 28 2 2
79+49+8q 10+qg-7
28 - 2
159+49 g+ 3
28 2




15q + 49 = 14q + 42
g+7=0
q=—7

14. C Category: Equations

15.

Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: Whenever you're translating from English to Math, think carefully
about what each sentence means. Picking Numbers can help you figure out
particularly complicated sentences.

Getting to the Answer: When the r cards are distributed, there are 8 left over, so
the number of cards distributed is r— 8. Divide the number of cards distributed by
the number of people.

r—8

Since there are s people, each person gets cards. Another approach is to

Pick Numbers. Let r=58 and s = 10; if 58 — 8 or 50 cards were distributed evenly
among 10 people, each would receive 5 cards. Plug the values you picked for r and
s into the answer choices to see which ones give you 5:

5 10 1 . .
= =——.El .
(A) 8_r-8-58 5 iminate
(B) r; s_58 5 10 _ 6. Eliminate.
r-8 58-8 .
— = = !
(C) 5 10 5. This works!

(D) s—8r=10- (8 X 58) = —454. Eliminate.
(E) rs—8=(58 X 10) — 8 = 572. Eliminate.
Since (C) is the only answer choice that gives you 5, it is the correct answer.

Category: Number Properties
Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: Picking Numbers works well here, but be careful—since the
question asks which answer choice CANNOT be an integer, you may have to pick a
few numbers for each choice before you find one that proves it can be an integer.
Getting to the Answer: Check each answer choice to see which doesn’t work:
a_
5 =

(A) If dis an even integer, say 2, then %: 1 is an integer. Eliminate.

(B) If dis a perfect square with an even square root, say d = 4, then

Va4 _

5 _% =1 is an integer. Eliminate.

(C) This will always produce an even integer; if d= 3, 2d =2 X 3 = 6 is an integer.
Eliminate.

(D) dV2 CANNOT produce an integer. An integer would result if V2 is multiplied
by another multiple of V2, which is impossible because d must be an integer, so
(D) is correct.

(E) This will always produce an integer; if d=5, d+ 2 =5+ 2 =7 is an integer.
Eliminate.

SAT
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16. A Category: Triangles

17.

18.

19.

20.

Difficulty: Medium 1
Strategic Advice: The area of a triangle = 5 (base X height).

Getting to the Answer: Since the area of AABC is 6,

% (AB X BC) = 6. If you consider CD as the base of AACD, you will notice that its

height is represented by altitude AB, so the area of AACD = %(CD X AB). Since
CD = BC, the area of AACD can be expressed as % (BC X AB), which equals 6.

Category: Ratios

Difficulty: High

Strategic Advice: Once you know one number in a ratio, you can find the rest.
Getting to the Answer: Since the ratio of xto yto zis 3:6: 8, if y=24 or4 X 6,
x and z must also be multiplied by 4 for the ratio to hold.
Sox=4Xx3=12and z=4 X 8 =32, and x + z = 44.

Category: Equations

Difficulty: High

Strategic Advice: Since this question asks about an expression, look for a
shortcut: how could you find x + y + z without solving for x, y, and z individually?
Getting to the Answer: If you add the 3 equations together, you find that 2x + 2y +
2z = 38; dividing both sides by 2 shows that x + y + z= 19, (D).

Category: Quadratic Equations

Difficulty: High

Strategic Advice: Always read the question carefully. Here, what does the fact that
r < 0 tell you about the answer choices?

Getting to the Answer: (4r— 4)? = 36, so 4r— 4 could equal 6 or —6, since the
result is 36 when each of these integers is squared. But the problem states that

r<0,sotry—6.4r—4=-6,4r=-2,and r= it (C). (If youtry 4r— 4 =6

you'll find r = 2%, which cannot be correct for this question since r< 0.)

Category: Solids

Difficulty: High

Strategic Advice: The surface area of a cube is the sum of the area of all its faces.
Since each face of a cube is €2, where e is the length of an edge of the cube, and a
cube has 6 identical faces, the surface area of a cube is 6&°.

Getting to the Answer: Since the surface area is 361

6e? =36
e2=6n2
e=nV6

The volume of a cube is €°. To solve for the volume in terms of n, plug in the value
for an edge that you just found: Volume = €2 = (n\V/6)3 = 6n3\/6, (B).
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1. A Category: Contrast

Difficulty: Low

Strategic Advice: Don'’t forget to consider Word Charge.

Getting to the Answer: Because “city inhabitants” are “pleased,” you know that
the word that fills the second blank must be positive. And “while” tells you that the
meaning of the phrase before the comma will contrast with that of the clause that
comes after it. Since the word in the second blank is positive, the word in the first
blank must be negative.

(A) This works. “Skepticism,” meaning a doubtful state of mind, is appropriately
negative, while “vital” is positive.

(B) The first word here is not negative enough.

(C) “Doubt” works well, but an “unnecessary” subway system would not please
residents.

(D) These words don’t provide the contrast you need.

(E) An “untimely” subway system would not please city inhabitants.

2. A Category: Definition
Difficulty: Low
Strategic Advice: Look for clues that suggest a straight definition.
Getting to the Answer: If the instructor is teaching a new rider, that rider will want
a horse that is easy to ride. Look for a match for this concept.
(A) This matches nicely.
(B) This is the opposite of what you want.
(C) The size of the horse is not necessarily related to the ease or difficulty with
which a horse can be ridden.
(D) This is the opposite of the prediction.
(E) Horses may stop abruptly, but they themselves are not abrupt, nor does this fit
the prediction.

3. B Category: Cause-and-Effect
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: Choose whichever blank seems easier for you to work with.
Getting to the Answer: The clue here is “critics of censorship laws.” The rest of the
sentence talks about “freedom of expression” and “art and literature,” things about
which a critic of censorship would have positive feelings. Begin with the second
blank rather than the first, because there you have another clue: the second blank
is followed by “or controlled.” This means that the second blank is probably similar in
meaning to controlled.
(A) The second blank doesn’t work with your prediction.
(B) Correct. The second blank does work here, and “maximize” has the positive
charge you need.
(C) While the second blank works, the first has the wrong charge.
(D) The second blank doesn’t match the prediction.
(E) The second blank disqualifies this one as well.
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Difficulty: Medium
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Getting to the Answer: “Is sQ ------- that” indicates that a definition is coming. The
legislation has divided Congress into opposing camps, so the new bill must be
something that sparks argument, or is divisive.

(A) This clearly doesn’t match the prediction.

(B) “Vexatious” means “annoying,” which has an appropriately negative charge, but
does not specifically indicate anything regarding an argument.

(C) “Dismaying” describes something that causes one to lose enthusiasm, not to
engage in a dispute.

(D) This matches the prediction nicely.

(E) This has the wrong charge. Even if you didn’t know the word’s meaning, you
could still deduce that it lacked a negative charge.

Category: Cause-and-Effect

Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: Don't let long sentences intimidate you; that usually means there
are more clues to work with.

Getting to the Answer: “Though” indicates a contrast between the “majority of
workers” who “are in fact regular smokers” and a few workers whose protests
brought about the smoking ban. If that doesn’t leave just one answer, work on the
second blank. If you instituted a rule that protesters wanted, what effect would that
have? It should satisfy them.

(A) The first blank works, but the second is opposite.

(B) the company would not want to encourage protests, but calm or stop them.

(C) Conversely, you cannot paint all responses as “positive,” disqualifying this choice
as well.

(D) Correct. The first blank works, as does the second.

(E) With the division the sentence implies, you know the responses were not
unanimous.

vociferous: marked by noisy outcry

satiate: to satisfy fully

Category: Definition

Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: Work with whichever blank seems easier to you.

Getting to the Answer: The reviewer found the novel’s plot “implausible,” or difficult
to believe. The first blank, then, will contain a negatively charged verb, and the
second blank should also be negatively charged.

(A) Both of these words are positive, so this choice can’t work.

(B) Correct; both of these words carry a negative charge. You can check the other
choices to be sure.

(C) The first word is good, but “fictional” is neutral in charge.

(D) The first word is too neutral.

(E) The first word is too neutral, and the second word is not justified by the context.
mundane: commonplace; ordinary

depraved: morally corrupt



7. A Category: Contrast

8. E
Hula
9. B

Difficulty: High

Strategic Advice: Be careful with multiple contrasts; make sure you find the right
word with which to form a contrast.

Getting to the Answer: The stem contrasts the buildings with the subway stations
in two ways. Overall, the “modern” subway stations are contrasted with “Colonial-Era”
buildings in the “old” part of town. But you need a word to contrast with “graceful
curves.” You can predict that the subway stations are not curved, but square or boxy.
(A) This gives a good match. If you didn’t know this word, its similarity to “rectangle”
and “linear" should have helped you.

(B) This doesn’t contrast with “graceful curves.”

(C) This word doesn’'t make sense as a contrast.

(D) This doesn’t give you the contrast you need.

(E) This may seem close, but doesn’t get at the shape or design of the stations in
the way you need.

Category: Definition

Difficulty: High

Strategic Advice: A word at the end of a sentence—and a logical sequence—must
have a strong relationship with all that has come before it.

Getting to the Answer: The missing word has to be similar in tone and meaning to
both “complete” and “universal.”

(A) This word is unrelated to the prior two terms.

(B) This word is positively charged, but its meaning lacks a strong relationship to the
other two.

(C) You may not know this word, so you should at least skip it and look for a better
match. But notice the similarity to “heterogeneous”; something of that general
meaning would not seem to make sense here.

(D) This is opposite to what you want.

(E) This is the answer. It fits in with the meaning of the two Keywords.

heterodox: not in agreement with established beliefs

Category: Function

Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: Read around the reference to determine how the author is using it.
Getting to the Answer: The first two sentences set up a contrast. On one hand,
“many Americans know hula...only from tourism and television programs.” On the
other, “to Hawaiians...hula is a powerful symbol of identity and pride.” You know,
therefore, that the author believes that most Americans have little knowledge of or
connection to hula.

(A) Out of Scope; the passage says nothing about this subject.

(B) This is a great match for your prediction.

(C) Distortion; this choice twists lines 5-7: “using the dance as their medium, ancient
Hawaiians passed their legends to younger generations.”

(D) Opposite; the paragraph suggests that this is not true.

(E) Distortion; tourism and television have no relationship to “American missionaries
who arrived in 1821
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10. D

Category: Inference

Difficulty: Low

Strategic Advice: With a broadly phrased question, you need to pull some
information from different parts of the passage to answer correctly.

Getting to the Answer: Earlier in the passage, the author notes that Hawaiians
regard hula as a powerful symbol of identity and pride. In the last sentence, he says
that hula was “restored to its rightful place.” This indicates that he disagrees with the
missionaries who banned it.

(A) Distortion; this is what the American missionaries thought of hula, not the author.
(B) Distortion; the information in the first sentence states that Americans know

hula from TV and from visiting Hawaii. The author, however, says that hula is more
than this—it's a symbol of cultural identity and pride.

(C) Distortion; the passage says that hula was “restored” during the king’s reign.

(D) This matches the prediction well.

(E) Distortion; the passage says that hula was the medium by which Hawaiians
passed their legends down to succeeding generations.

Reading

11. D

12. C

Category: Function

Difficulty: Low

Strategic Advice: To establish the context of the phrase, refer to the paragraph and
read the sentence before and after the phrase.

Getting to the Answer: The author’s tone is helpful. He loves to read, so the
phrase establishes the physical trembling as a manifestation of his love of books.
(A) Out of Scope; the author never refers to a “disease.”

(B) Distortion; nothing indicates that the author’s love of reading is transient.

(C) Opposite; the author loved reading.

(D) This matches the prediction nicely.

(E) Distortion; the author never indicates that reading was just a hobby for him,
although his mother did wonder whether that was the case.

Category: Detall

Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: Read around the referenced lines to sum up the mother’s feelings.
Getting to the Answer: The author's mother was perplexed, as her question
demonstrates. Look for a match with frustration.

(A) Out of Scope; veneration is profound reverence. The mother never shows
whether or not she admires the author’s reading habits.

(B) Distortion; this is intense dislike, and the mother never demonstrates such dislike.
(C) Correct; this captures the mother’s uncertainty or confusion over the author’s
reasons for reading so much.

(D) Distortion; this might tempt test takers who read the question stem too quickly
and supply the author’s, not the mother’s, attitude.

(E) Extreme; this is too harsh to describe the mother’s attitude.



Portraits SAT

13. D Category: Global

14.

15.

16.
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Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: Pull back to focus on the passage taken as a whole.
Getting to the Answer: You should always predict a purpose for every passage,
because a question like this will pop up on most passages. You should predict
something like discuss different aspects of painting portraits.

(A) Distortion; the author looks at more than just the “history” of this art.

(B) Distortion; “self-portraiture” is not a major thrust of the passage and is only
addressed at the end.

(C) Misused Detail; only Moro is discussed in any detalil.

(D) This matches the prediction nicely.

(E) Misused Detail; this draws primarily from the third paragraph.

Category: Vocab-in-Context

Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: Making predictions is key here, to avoid trap answers.

Getting to the Answer: This word is less common, but reading for context will
help. The sentence compares the need to “render...accurately” and the “desire to...
interpret.” Predict something like capture or reproduce.

(A) This is a meaning of the word that doesn't fit here.

(B) This matches the prediction very well.

(C) This is another meaning of the word that doesn't fit.

(D) This is a less common meaning of the word, but it still doesn’t make sense.
(E) This is one more alternate meaning that doesn’t work. Reading it back into the
sentence can confirm this fact.

Category: Detail

Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: Return to the cited lines to gain information to make a prediction.
Getting to the Answer: The first paragraph mentions that portraits are “always
interpretive.” Use this as your prediction in looking for a match.

(A) This matches well. Check the others if necessary to confirm it.

(B) Extreme; the author says that portraits have degrees of subjectivity and
objectivity. Therefore, they are not “entirely subjective.”

(C) Misused Detalil; this doesn’'t address the question.

(D) Misused Detalil; this also doesn’t answer the question.

(E) Distortion; the author says that two realist portrait painters tend to produce different
portraits of the same sitter, not that they're “incapable” of producing similar portraits.

Category: Detail

Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: Read around the reference. The answer will be right there in the
passage.

Getting to the Answer: The author states that rulers felt that portraits could
“increase their power and reach.” Use this as your prediction.

(A) Out of Scope; the author doesn’t mention this.

(B) Distortion; the passage focuses more on the elite, not “everyday people.”

(C) Distortion; the author mentions the involvement of portraits in marriage
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17.

18.

19.

20.

proposals, not “weddings.”
(D) Distortion; the author never specifically says this.
(E) This matches the prediction very well.

Category: Detall

Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: Look for a detail in the surrounding text that supports the quote.
Getting to the Answer: The paragraph stresses the political aspect of the portraits,
so look for something in that context.

(A) Opposite; the passage suggests that artists were constrained, not liberated.

(B) Distortion; while portrait artists were mostly “subservient” to their patrons, that is
not the emphasis of this reference.

(C) Out of Scope; the author does not discuss this.

(D) This fits well and is the answer.

(E) Misused Detail; while the passage mentions the Church’s lessened influence,

it provides no basis for concluding that the portraits themselves produced this
lessening.

Category: Detall

Difficulty: High

Strategic Advice: Be careful to focus on the one answer that is NOT in the paragraph.
Getting to the Answer: With such a long paragraph, skim the choices, then go
through the paragraph, crossing off the four that you find there.

(A) Opposite; you can find this in lines 40-42.

(B) Opposite; you can find this in lines 49-50.

(C) Opposite; you can find this in lines 46—48.

(D) Opposite; you can find this in lines 55-57.

(E) Correct; this is not mentioned.

Category: Inference

Difficulty: High

Strategic Advice: Depending on your comfort level with the material, select a
choice and read back through the paragraph to confirm. Otherwise, skim the
paragraph again to firm it up in your mind.

Getting to the Answer: If you can’'t make a specific prediction, which is difficult
here, at least focus on the tone. The author speaks at great length about Moro, and
he does so positively for the most part.

(A) This works. Note the author’s statement that Moro’s “artistic innovations ... were
used again and again” by later painters.

(B) Out of Scope; you don’t know whether Moro produced “landscapes.”

(C) Distortion; you read that Moro saw Titian’s work, but the passage doesn’t say
that he based his portrait on the former work.

(D) Extreme; the passage doesn’t support this.

(E) Distortion; the author doesn’t indicate this.

Category: Detall

Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: When you don'’t get a line reference, skim the passage for
unique terms from the question stem to locate the answer.

Getting to the Answer: Line 55 refers to Holbein’s representation of the King’s
expression as “rather dry.” This suggests stiffness and formality, as does the



21.

22.

23.

fact that King Henry is “rigidly positioned.” In contrast, Rembrandt’'s portraits are
considered “introspective” (line 81) and showed his “joyful youth” and “agonized old
age” (lines 83-84). Predict something like flexibility versus stiffness.

(A) Out of Scope; you do not know Rembrandt’s feelings about painting royalty.

(B) This matches very well.

(C) Distortion; this is not stated in the passage.

(D) Opposite; the prediction helps to recognize this.

(E) Out of Scope; these points are not discussed in the passage.

Category: Detall

Difficulty: Low

Strategic Advice: Very short answers are perfect opportunities for making
predictions.

Getting to the Answer: These lines contain a large number of adjectives
describing the Duke, all of them negative, such as “shrewd” and “terrible.” A specific
prediction may not be necessary in this case; just look for two negative adjectives.
(A) Opposite; these are too positive.

(B) Opposite; these are too complimentary.

(C) These work. Each adjective is negative.

(D) Opposite; both are positive.

(E) Opposite; these aren’t negative enough.

Category: Function

Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: Reread the paragraph if need be to help make a prediction.
Getting to the Answer: The paragraph introduces the new topic of self-portraiture,
but note the last sentence: it says the artist “will always be subject to...feelings,
even when he or she is the subject of the portrait.” Predict something like to show
that self-portraiture is similar in certain ways to portraits of others.

(A) Misused Detail; although the author does mention Rembrandt’s having produced
almost 80 self-portraits, this was not the author’s purpose in bringing up Rembrandt.
(B) This matches the prediction very well.

(C) Out of Scope; the author does not discuss this.

(D) Out of Scope; the author does not mention this. Also, it's hard to “prove”
anything in a relatively short piece of writing.

(E) Out of Scope; this is not stated.

Category: Detall

Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: Read around the reference closely. You should be able to put
your finger on the answer.

Getting to the Answer: The line that the question refers to reads, “The difference is
that in self-portraiture the artist is free from...restraints.” A good prediction, then, is
an answer that speaks about freedom or lack of restraint.

(A) Opposite; the passage says it can be “just as distorted.”

(B) Opposite; the last paragraph mentions that the doubts that an artist has when
doing a self-portrait are the same as he has when painting someone else.

(C) This matches the prediction nicely.

(D) Misused Detalil; this refers back to paragraph 3, where the author says that the
portraits of rulers were used to form alliances.

(E) Distortion; while the passage states that Rembrandt traced his life through self-
portraiture, it doesn’t imply that a portrait artist couldn’t do the same thing for his sitter.
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24. B Category: Vocab-in-Context

Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: For best success with Vocab-in-Context questions, read for
context and make a prediction before looking at the answer choices.

Getting to the Answer: After referring to “the body of nearly 80...self-portraits
produced by Rembrandt,” the author describes that “body” as “comprehensive.” So
he doesn’'t emphasize the paintings’ individual significance so much as he does
their impact as a group or collection—good predictions for the answer.

(A) Out of Scope; this is an alternate meaning of the word that doesn't fit here.
(B) Correct; this matches one of the predictions exactly.

(C) Out of Scope; this is another meaning of “body” that doesn’t work in context.
(D) Distortion; while this may sound like it makes some sense, it doesn’t fully match
the thrust of the sentence.

(E) Out of Scope; this is related to a common meaning of the word, but it doesn’t
make sense in context.



Section 5 (Writing)

1. A
2. C
3. E
4. E
5 A

Category: Correct as Written

Difficulty: Medium

Issues: modifiers, passives, parallelism, wordiness

Strategic Advice: Expect to see between five and eight sentences without errors.
Getting to the Answer: This sentence is correct as written.

In (B), it is children, not computer games, who are “Readily available and easy to
operate,” and the sentence is unnecessarily in the passive voice.

(C) fails to use parallel structure in items compared with “as well as.”

In (D), the opening phrase incorrectly modifies “basic computer skills.”

(E) is unnecessarily wordy.

Category: Parallelism

Difficulty: Medium

Issues: none

Strategic Advice: Items in a series or list must be in parallel form.

Getting to the Answer: The first two items in the series (“beginning with his Red
period, continuing through his Blue period”) are parallel; the third (“finishing with his
period of Cubism”) is not. (C) corrects the error.

(B), (D), and (E) all violate the rules of parallelism.

Category: Comparisons

Difficulty: High

Issues: verb tenses

Strategic Advice: Make sure comparisons are between logical items or ideas.
Getting to the Answer: The author wants to compare the rates of economic growth
of three nations but, as written, she is comparing “Latvia and Lithuania” to “the
economy of Estonia.” Both (D) and (E) correct the error, but the change in verb
tense in (D) changes the meaning of the sentence.

(B) compares the nations, not the economies, which also changes the sentence’s
meaning.

(C) does not address the error.

Category: Diction

Difficulty: High

Issues: none

Strategic Advice: Use fewer for items that are countable (fewer coins) and less for
items that can’t be counted (less cash).

Getting to the Answer: Since both “people” and “companies” are countable, both
should be modified by “fewer.” (E) is the only choice that complies.

Category: Correct as Written

Difficulty: Medium

Issues: pronouns, idioms

Strategic Advice: “Correct as written” sentences are historically missed by nearly
half of all test takers. Use elimination if you don’t immediately spot an error, but
remember, there may not be one.

Getting to the Answer: This sentence is correct as written.

(B), (C), and (E) use the singular pronoun “its” to refer to the plural noun “theories.”
(D) fails to properly complete the idiom “less to do with...than with.”
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10.

Category: Passives

Difficulty: Medium

Issues: verb tenses

Strategic Advice: Passive constructions are nearly always wordier than active ones.
Getting to the Answer: Here, the passive voice is unnecessary and creates a
modification error, since “Congress,” not “it,” hoped to provide the tax relief.

(C) corrects both errors.

(B), (D), and (E) do not address either error.

Category: Parallelism

Difficulty: Medium

Issues: style problems

Strategic Advice: Comparative structures require parallel form.

Getting to the Answer: This comparison first uses the participle form “Hearing,”
then switches to the infinitive “to be.” (D) puts both verbs into the infinitive.

(B) is incorrect grammatical structure.

(C) and (E) do not correct the parallelism issue.

Category: Correct as Written

Difficulty: Medium

Issues: parallelism

Strategic Advice: When a sentence contains a comparison, first look for
parallelism issues.

Getting to the Answer: This sentence correctly uses parallel forms (“a lion flattens,”
“a cat does”) in a comparative structure. None of the other answer choices does so.

Category: Idioms

Difficulty: High

Issues: diction, wordiness, verb tenses

Strategic Advice: Some usages that are common in everyday speech will be
incorrect on the SAT.

Getting to the Answer: “As to whether” is incorrect usage; in a sentence discussing
alternative possibilities, whether by itself is correct. (C) makes the correction.

The use of “never” in (B) changes the meaning of the sentence.

(D) uses “if,” which is incorrect in a discussion of two possibilities.

(E) is unnecessarily wordy and introduces an inconsistent verb tense.

Category: Subject—Verb

Difficulty: Medium

Issues: diction, style problems

Strategic Advice: A verb must agree with its subject noun, which may not be the
noun closest to it in the sentence.

Getting to the Answer: Even though the plural nouns “citizens” and “conditions”
are both closer to the verb phrase “have led,” its subject is actually the singular
“activism.” (B) corrects the agreement error.

(C) does not address the error; additionally, it replaces “number” with “amount,”
which is only correct for uncountable objects.

(D) also uses “amount.”

(E) is an incorrect grammatical structure.



11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Category: Verb Tenses

Difficulty: High

Issues: none

Strategic Advice: Make sure verb tenses accurately reflect the sequence of events
in a sentence.

Getting to the Answer: The first part of this sentence takes place in the past
(“participated in competitive sports”), so “are in college” should be were in college.
(D) makes the change and also makes the second part of the sentence more
concise without changing its meaning.

(B) and (E) put the second part of the sentence in the past tense, which is incorrect
in context.

(C) does not address the error.

Category: Idioms

Difficulty: Low

Issues: verb tenses

Strategic Advice: Some idioms require specific prepositions; give in to is one such
idiom.

Getting to the Answer: “Give in” requires the preposition to; the error is in (C).

(A) is correct idiomatic usage.

(B) and (D) are appropriate verb tenses in context.

Category: Modifiers

Difficulty: Low

Issues: transition words, idioms

Strategic Advice: Only adjectives can modify nouns and pronouns.

Getting to the Answer: Here, the adverb “usually” is used where the adjective
usual would be correct; (D) contains the error.

(A) properly uses an adverb to modify an adjective.

(B) appropriately expresses the cause-and-effect relationship between the clauses.
(C) is correct idiomatic usage.

Category: Correct as Written

Difficulty: Medium

Issues: verb tenses, idioms

Strategic Advice: Expect several sentences in this section to be correct as written.
Getting to the Answer: This sentence has no error.

The verbs in (A) and (C) appropriately represent the sequence of events in the
sentence; (B) and (D) are the correct prepositions in context.

Category: Pronouns

Difficulty: Low

Issues: idioms, subject—verb, verb tenses

Strategic Advice: Pronouns must agree in number with their antecedents.
Getting to the Answer: Here, the plural pronoun “they” is used to refer back to the
singular noun “tourist”; the error is in (C).

(A) is the proper preposition in context.

(B) agrees with its singular subject.

(D) is an appropriate verb tense in context.
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

C Category: Subject—Verb

Difficulty: Low

Issues: idioms

Strategic Advice: The subject of a sentence may appear after its verb.
Getting to the Answer: The subject here is the compound “professors and ...
deans,” which requires the plural verb form sit; the error is in (C).

(A) and (B) are appropriate prepositions in context.

(D) properly uses “three” to modify the noun “deans.”

Category: Subject—Verb

Difficulty: Medium

Issues: modifiers

Strategic Advice: A compound subject requires a plural verb.

Getting to the Answer: The subject here is “houses...and...gardens”
(“neighborhood” is the object of the preposition “of”), so (C) should be are.

(A) and (B) properly use adverbs to modify a verb form and an adjective,
respectively.

(D) is an appropriate noun as part of a compound object (“to...tenacity and...work”).

Category: Subject—Verb

Difficulty: Medium

Issues: verb tenses, idioms

Strategic Advice: The subject of a verb will not always be the noun closest to it in
the sentence.

Getting to the Answer: The subject of this sentence is the singular “crop,” so the
verb in (B) should be the singular is.

(A) appropriately uses a noun as the object of the preposition “of.”

(C) is the correct verb form in context.

(D) is an appropriate preposition in context.

Category: Pronouns

Difficulty: Medium

Issues: transitions, idioms

Strategic Advice: Use the objective pronoun form after a preposition.

Getting to the Answer: In the prepositional phrase “to him or I,” “him” in (C) is in
the proper form, but “I” is not. Since you wouldn’t say “award the prize to I,” “me”
would be correct in (D).

(A) correctly relates the first clause to the second.

(B) is appropriate use of “whether” to relate two options.

Category: Verb Tenses

Difficulty: High

Issues: subject—verb

Strategic Advice: Verb tenses in a sentence must accurately reflect the sequence
of events.

Getting to the Answer: This sentence discusses something that will happen in the
future, the verb in (B) should read will have been.

(A) agrees with its plural subject “freshmen.”

(C) is an appropriate noun in context.

(D) is the proper verb form.
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22.

23.

24.

25.
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Issues: idioms, subject—verb

Strategic Advice: Check answer choices methodically when you don'’t spot an
error; choose (E) if the sentence has no error.

Getting to the Answer: This sentence contains no error.

(A) and (B) are correct idiomatic usage.

(C) agrees with its compound (and therefore, plural) subject “judges and lawyers.”
(D) is appropriate use of the infinitive.

Category: Diction

Difficulty: Medium

Issues: subject—verb, transitions

Strategic Advice: Use fewer for things that are countable and less for things that
are not.

Getting to the Answer: Since “cars” can be counted, fewer, not “less,” would be
correct in (B).

(A) agrees with its plural subject.

(C) is appropriate use of “and.”

(D) properly uses “less,” since “air pollution” cannot be counted.

Category: Ambiguity

Difficulty: High

Issues: verb tenses, idioms

Strategic Advice: Pronouns must have clear, unambiguous antecedents.

Getting to the Answer: Here, “they” is introduced with no antecedent; (C) contains
the error.

(A) and (B) are appropriate verb forms in context.

(D) correctly uses “among” to discuss three groups of people (“office staff, teachers,
and parents”).

Category: Comparisons

Difficulty: High

Issues: modifiers, transitions

Strategic Advice: Comparative structures must relate similar items.

Getting to the Answer: This sentence compares “the peak of Mt. Everest” to “any
mountain.” Either mountains or peaks should be compared; the error is in (D).

(A) is proper adjective use.

(B) correctly relates the two clauses.

(C) is correct use of the comparative, since only two items (“the peak of Mt. Everest”
and “any mountain”) are compared.

Category: Idioms

Difficulty: Medium

Issues: pronouns

Strategic Advice: When a conjunction phrase begins with neither, nor must also be
used.

Getting to the Answer: Here, “neither” is incorrectly paired with “or”; (C) contains
the error.

Context tells you that “neither,” in (A), is correct.

(B) is an appropriate preposition in context.

(D) agrees with its singular antecedent “world.”
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28.

29.

30.

D Category: Diction

Difficulty: High

Issues: verb tenses, modifiers

Strategic Advice: Use between when referring to two items; among is correct for
any number more than two.

Getting to the Answer: Here, since “three skiers” are sharing the granola bar,
among would be correct; the error is in (D).

(A) and (C) are appropriate verb tenses in context.

(B) is proper use of an adjective.

Category: Correct as Written

Difficulty: Medium

Issues: verb tenses, modifiers, subject—verb, idioms, pronouns

Strategic Advice: Between five and eight sentences in the Writing sections will be
correct as written.

Getting to the Answer: This sentence contains no error.

(A) is appropriate verb usage.

(B) uses both an adjective to modify a noun and an adverb to modify an adjective.
(C) agrees with its subject “you” and correctly uses “that” as a conjunction.

In (D), “it” agrees with its singular antecedent “nausea,” and “is” agrees with its
singular subject “it.”

Category: Correct as Written

Difficulty: Medium

Issues: modifiers, idioms, verb tenses

Strategic Advice: Use methodical elimination to determine which sentences are
correct as written.

Getting to the Answer: This sentence contains no error.

(A) properly uses an adverb to modify the verb phrase “came on.”

(B) and (D) are appropriate prepositions in context.

(C) reflects consistent verb tense usage.

Category: Subject—Verb

Difficulty: High

Issues: idioms, modifiers, verb tenses

Strategic Advice: Although “Everything” generally refers to more than one item, the
word itself is grammatically singular.

Getting to the Answer: “Everything” takes the singular verb form; (A) contains the
error.

(B) appropriately relates the clauses; “it” agrees with its singular antecedent “film,”
and “is” agrees with its singular subject “it.”

(C) properly uses an adverb to modify an adjective.

(D) is consistent verb tense usage.

Category: Correct as Written

Difficulty: Medium

Issues: reading comprehension, style problems, verb tenses

Strategic Advice: The test maker frequently uses complex sentence structure to
disguise sentences that are correct as written.

Getting to the Answer: This sentence is complex in structure, but it is
grammatically correct.

(B) misstates the meaning of the original sentence.



31.

32.

33.

34.

(C) misuses the semicolon, which is only correct when used to combine two
independent clauses.

(D) incorrectly relates the contrasting ideas in the sentence.

(E) improperly uses the present tense for something that occurred in the past.

Category: Transitions

Difficulty: High

Issues: run-ons and fragments, style problems, verb tenses

Strategic Advice: To combine short, choppy sentences without creating a run-
on, get a sense of which ideas are important and which merely provide additional
information.

Getting to the Answer: Piaget’s year and place of birth, in the context of the
passage, are simply additional information. Where and what he studied are the
important points here. (A) combines the three sentences clearly and concisely.
(B) simply strings the three ideas together without relating them.

(C) misuses the semicolon, since the second and third clauses are not independent.
(D) and (E) are awkwardly worded and introduce inconsistent verb tenses.

Category: Pronouns

Difficulty: Low

Issues: style problems, verb tenses, wordiness

Strategic Advice: Pronouns must agree in number with their antecedent nouns.
Getting to the Answer: Here, the “environment” under discussion is that of the
“creatures”; since this noun is plural, the appropriate possessive pronoun is their.
(E) contains the revision.

(A) is a misuse of the semicolon splice, since the first clause is not independent.
(B) introduces an incorrect verb tense.

(C) is unnecessarily wordy.

(D) uses the relative pronoun “who” in reference to “changes”; who should only be
used when referring to people.

Category: Reading Comprehension

Difficulty: Medium

Issues: none

Strategic Advice: Use context to help you determine the correct answers to
reading comprehension questions.

Getting to the Answer: “There,” at the beginning of the sentence, is a good clue.
It makes sense that this sentence would follow one that references a location. This
would eliminate (B). It seems illogical to think that Piaget “applied his knowledge”
either immediately after his birth or after his death, eliminating (A) and (E). Of the
remaining two choices, the sentence fits best after sentence 6, (C). It forms a logical
connection between Piaget’s switch to the study of psychology and his eventual
conclusion that environment impacted mental development.

Category: Run-ons and Fragments

Difficulty: Medium

Issues: style problems

Strategic Advice: When a question stem asks you to combine sentences, consider
their relationship.

Getting to the Answer: As written, sentence 9 is a fragment. Since it continues
the idea of sentence 8, connecting the two sentences with a comma splice is the
simplest way to correct the error. (C) is correct here.
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35.

(B) misuses the semicolon splice.
(D) combines, but does not relate, the two ideas.
(E) eliminates the relationship between the two ideas.

Category: Reading Comprehension

Difficulty: Medium

Issues: none

Strategic Advice: The final sentence in a paragraph should not introduce a topic
not covered in the paragraph.

Getting to the Answer: (E) is the logical sentence to end the third paragraph, since
it concerns the use of Piaget’s studies after his death.

(A) and (D) would incorrectly introduce topics not covered in the passage.

(B) would best be placed somewhere in the second paragraph.

(C) is a rewording of some of the information in the first paragraph.



Section 6 (Math)

1.

B Category: Equations

Difficulty: Low

Strategic Advice: Some questions—especially those that come early in a section—
test not so much your ability to interpret a question or to think very cleverly, but your
ability to be careful and precise in your calculations. Remember that when you get a
question like this one on Test Day.

Getting to the Answer:

3a+b=10
3a+ (2a) =10
5a=10
a=2

Category: Ratios

Difficulty: Low

Strategic Advice: Sometimes simply pausing to think about a situation is better
than jumping into calculations.

Getting to the Answer: Here, if a job requires 8 hours, % of the job gets done in

one hour, so in 3 hours, % of the job gets done. To see this more algebraically, set

up a proportion that reflects that 8 hours relates to the whole job in the same way
that 3 hours relates to some of it:

8
1
8x

X

I
0w W x|w

Category: Linear Graphs

Difficulty: Low

Strategic Advice: Ask yourself what it means that the line to be created cannot
ever pass through the y-axis.

Getting to the Answer: If the line can never intersect the y-axis, it must be parallel
to it. If the line must pass through (-2, —3) as well, it must have an x-coordinate of
—2, which only (E) has.

Category: Ratios

Difficulty: Low

Strategic Advice: Beginnings are crucial in SAT Math: Set this up carefully and it's
almost hard to get it wrong—but set it up incorrectly and it’s impossible to get it
right.

Getting to the Answer:

12 _60
5 X
12x = 300

xX=25
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5. A Category: Triangles

Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: Questions such as this one are your payoff on Test Day for
having absorbed certain facts and rules during your preparation. In this case, you
have easy points on your hands if you recognize that behind this question is the
Triangle Inequality Theorem, which requires that for any triangle, the measure of
any side must be less than the sum of, but greater than the difference between, the
two other sides.
Getting to the Answer: The distance from Bingham to Fultontown must be more
than the difference and less than the sum of the other two distances given.
(11 — 7) < Bingham to Fultontown < (11 + 7)

4 < Bingham to Fultontown < 18
Only 17, (A), falls in this range

Category: Functions
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: The domain of a function is the set of numbers for which the
function is defined. The range of a function is the set of numbers that constitute the
values of the function.
Getting to the Answer: A function is undefined when its denominator equals zero.
Therefore, this function's domain is all the values of x for which 1 — x2 doesn't equall
zero.
1-x2= 0

1= x2

1= X

The answer must be (E), since 1 is not part of the function’s domain.

Category: Probability

Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: Much SAT math involves manipulation of three-part formulas

such as the average formula, the percent change formula, and several others—in

this case, the probability formula. Knowing these formulas not only helps you score,

but also makes Test Day easier by giving structure to questions that might otherwise

seem complex and unwieldy.

Getting to the Answer: Probability equals desired outcomes over possible
numbers greater than 80 in this set _ 10 _ 1

outcomes: ok = -
numbers in this set 40 4

Category: Divisibility

Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: Train yourself to decode the simple meaning behind the obscure
wording that’ll often accompany math questions. All you're really asked for here is
one multiple greater than a multiple of 3, 4, 9, and 12.

Getting to the Answer: Don’t worry about the 3 and 4, because they’re already “in”
the 12—that is, whatever 12 divides into, 3 and 4 will automatically also divide into
by virtue of being parts of 12. If nis a multiple of 9 and 12, it must be a multiple of
36, the least common multiple of 9 and 12. The next multiple beyond n is, therefore,
n + 36.



9. 20

10. 5<

1. 7

12. 135

13. 200

Category: Equations _ SAT
Difficulty: Medium Sample Test 1
Strategic Advice: Notice that you're asked for 5(a + b)—something you could find 3
easily if you knew a + b. That’s the key insight here: re-expressing the equation as
the sum of a + b, and then remembering to simply quintuple that amount.
Getting to the Answer:

a+3=7-b

a+b=4
5(a + b) =5(4) =20

XY<9

Category: Triangles

Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: Some questions come down to whether you do or don’t know a
particular fact or rule. In this case, the rule in question is the Triangle Inequality
Theorem, which holds that in any triangle, the length of any side must be less than
the sum but greater than the difference of the two other sides.

Getting to the Answer:

(XY + Y2) < 18 (given)

(XY + Y2) > 10 (Triangle Inequality Theorem)

10< XY+YZ<18

Since XY=YZ 10<2XY < 18,505 < XY < 9.

Category: Logic

Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: Don'’t get lost in the mire of many boxes with numbers and
letters. Focus on carving out a path—and there are several—that’ll get you to z.
Getting to the Answer:

Toprow:9+5+6+v=21,s0ov=1.

Far right column: 1 + 11+ 2+ z=21,s0 z=7.

Category: Angles

Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: On Test Day, expect many geometry questions to work as a sort
of chain reaction in which one discovery leads to another and to another. The key is
to latch on to a good initial discovery—such as the fact that ZABC is a right angle.

Getting to the Answer:

ZABC = 90°
Line £ bisects ZABC.
Therefore %
t° + 45° =180° -
=135 @)
=
(@)
(b}
n

Category: Divisibility

Difficulty: Medium

Strategic Advice: Here you see another example of two-stepping: breaking an
otherwise tricky question down into two painless steps.




Getting to the Answer: First, determine the volume of water; then determine how
many 3-ounce containers would hold it.

Volume of water is 120 containers x 5 ounces each = 600 ounces.

600 ounces =+ 3-ounce containers = 200 containers.

14. 5 Category: Quadratic Equations
Difficulty: High
Strategic Advice: A perennial favorite on the SAT, questions like this one scare
most students. If you remember that such questions almost always work the same
way, you’ll not only manage stress on Test Day, but also use questions such as this
to rack up points.
Getting to the Answer:
Use x = -1 to find c:
x?—-4x—-c=0
(<12 -4(-1)-c=0
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1+4-c¢c=0
5=c
Now just solve the quadratic:
x?>—4x-5=0

(x=5)(x+1)=0
x—-5=0o0rx+1=0
x=5 or x=-1
Eliminate x = —1, because this value was given in the question stem, where you
were asked for the other root.

15. 1017
Category: Number Properties
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: Especially on harder SAT questions, a little time invested in
clever thinking will get you farther, faster, than jumping into equations right away—
this question is no exception to that principle.
Getting to the Answer: Imagine that the 3,045 were simply split evenly three ways.
Each part would then be 1,015, right? From this realization, it’s just a simple
adjustment to determine the three consecutive odd integers in question.
1,015 + 1,015 + 1,015 = 3,045
1,013 + 1,015 + 1,017 = 3,045
Or, consider the algebraic solution. How can you make sure that a certain integer is
odd? Describe it as 2x + 1, because if such a number is one more than 2x (which
must be even), it must be odd. So:
2x + 1 = first consecutive odd integer
2x + 3 = second consecutive odd integer
2x + 5 = third consecutive odd integer
2x+ 1)+ (2x+ 3) + (2x + 5) = 3,045

6x + 9 = 3,045
6x = 3,036
X =506
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2x+1=1,013
2x+3=1,015
2x+5=1,017
16. 135
Category: Permutations and Combinations
Difficulty: High
Strategic Advice: Note that each game counts as a game for both players: when
person A plays person B, person B also plays person A. This game should not be
counted twice.
Getting to the Answer: 10 players each play 9 other members, so 10 X 9 = 90
total arrangements. However, since order does not matter, this number must be
halved to eliminate the games that were counted twice: 90 + 2 = 45.
A scientific or graphing calculator can also be a helpful tool on Test Day. Since this
is a combination, use the »C: function on your calculator to determine how many
games, which consist of r number of people, can be played by a set of n players.
Let n=10 and r= 2. 10C2 = 45.
Since the members play each other 3 times each, 45 X 3 = 135 total games that
occurred during the tournament.
1
17. .2or—
5
Category: Ratios
Difficulty: High
Strategic Advice: Like many especially challenging questions, this one becomes
manageable when it is broken down into distinct stages. In particular, try first to get
control of how much time the entire project will take; then figure out the portion of it
completed by Ambrose. ’
Getting to the Answer: Ambrose paints 8 of the room per hour, and Benedict and
Charles each paints % of the room. So in one hour, all three people paint
% + % + % = % of the room. Since Ambrose’s portion is % he paints:
1
8 1 8 1
£ = — +— = — of the room.
578 5 5
8
16
18. 3.2 or —
5

Category: Coordinate Planes

Difficulty: High

Strategic Advice: As with all Coordinate Planes questions, the crucial thinking here
involves passing information from one figure to the next—whether that figure is a
square, a right triangle, or even a simple line in the xy-plane.

Getting to the Answer: If the square with vertex Z has area 25, the vertical line to
Z has length 5, as do all sides of that square.

If the square with vertex Y has area 16, the vertical line to Y has length 4, as do all
sides of that square.
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