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Section 1 (Writing—Essay)
Grade 6 Essay

A change of scenery will do little to help a person change and grow unless that person is open
to the idea of change. A change of location or of social group is not what is necessary for people to
grow and develop. What is necessary is a mental willingness to discover new things and change your
outlook.

In our global community, information about people and cultures all over the world are easily
accessible. Almost every community has a library where patrons can find a book or magazine on just
about any topic that might interest them. In addition to the wealth of information available at the
library, many people have satellite television with upwards of 300 channels, many of them international
channels. Beyond these resources, the Internet is available to help people from all around the world
connect with each other. Without leaving my room, I can correspond with people from all over the globe
and have access to a seemingly endless stream of information. As long as I am willing, I can find more
possibility for change and new influences in my own community than I could find by visiting another
country by myself or by moving to another city.

Even if you never leave your hometown, new people can come into your life and help you change
and grow. There are many examples of this in literature. The first one that comes to mind is Celie in
Alice Walker’s The Color Purple. Celie is abused and disregarded by her husband, and for a long time she
just accepts it. Then Shug, a vibrant and independent woman, comes into Celie’s life and helps her
learn to see her own beauty, worth, and potential. Celie is able to change not because she left her
familiar environment but because she was mentally open to change when opportunity came to her.

Another literary example comes from Plainsong. In this novel, a teenager named Victoria is
pregnant and alone. Her mother has thrown her out of the house. Fortunately, Victoria has a caring
teacher who arranges for Victoria to stay with two elderly brothers who run a farm. The brothers have
lived at the farm their whole life, and very little has changed for them. Indeed, they have gone through
the same routines year after year after year. However, they open their house and their hearts to
Victoria, and they grow into a family. They didn’t need to leave their familiar situation to change. They
just needed to open their lives to someone else.

One of the constant things in life is change. We begin as infants and change to children,
teenagers, and finally adults. We marry, have children of our own, age, and eventually die. Our family
and friends can support us through changes and new influences, not necessarily hinder us. The require-
ment for change is not travel or isolation from familiar people and things. Instead, the requirement is
the desire to experience and incorporate new experiences, information, and people into your life outlook.

Grader’s Comments: This essay thoughtfully addresses the Prompt assignment and remains
focused on the issue in each paragraph. The writer states her position clearly in the opening
paragraph and reiterates it in her conclusion.

The essay’s organization is clear, with an introduction, three body paragraphs, and an
effective conclusion. Transitions are used successfully throughout the essay, helping the read-
er navigate the writer’s argument.

Each of the three body paragraphs presents a distinct, relevant example in support of
the writer’s position. The writer develops each example fully and ties the information in each
body paragraph back to the position stated in the thesis sentence. 

This writer demonstrates strong language skills, with some variety in sentence struc-
ture and SAT-level vocabulary (patrons, correspond, vibrant, hinder, isolation). Errors are
minor—a subject–verb agreement error in the first sentence of paragraph 2
(“information…are”), a noun agreement error in sentence 5 of paragraph 4 (“brothers have
lived…their whole life”)—and do not impact readability or clarity.

01_ST 2 Wr A&E  1/29/09  10:59 AM  Page 1



se
ct

io
n 

on
e

SAT
Sample Test 2

2

Grade 4 Essay 
If a person stays in one place their whole life, they will always stay pretty much the same. To

be open to different experiences, you have to leave home and try life on your own. The benefits of
leaving home for new experiences are clear and a part of our culture. 

The majority of high school seniors leave their parents homes after graduation. Some join
the military to learn new skills, travel to new places, and support and defend their country. Being in
the military really changes people. The mother of a good friend of mine served in Iraq in Desert
Storm in 1991. She told us that it is no longer possible for her to take for granted the things we are
free to do in America. Had she not had this experiences, she might never have developed this new
appreciation for what it means to be an American.

An even bigger portion of graduates leave home to go to college. This is also a true test of
independence. You have to take on multiple responsibilities, taking over what your parents used to do
for you. When you’re making your own decisions and not just trying to please your family, you are
freer to follow a path of your own choosing. 

Leaving home also frees you from others expections of you. People can be more open to new
experiences when other people haven’t prejudged them. If you’re known as a great athlete now, new
people won’t have the stereotype of you as a dumb jock and you’ll be freer to show your smarts in
classes. 

The world is filled with examples of people who left home become successful people. For exam-
ple, Frank McCourt had to leave his home in Ireland. If he had stayed in Ireland, he would of ended up
as a mail carrier barely getting by. But because he took a risk and left for America, McCourt gained
new experiences and met new people, leading to his great success as an author. 

In conclusion, you just don’t find out who you are and what you can do until you’re on your
own, making your own decisions around people who don’t have set ideas about you.  

Grader’s Comments: The essay answers the question posed by the Prompt and remains
focused on the issue in each paragraph. The organization of the essay is clear, with a
straightforward introduction, four body paragraphs, and a brief conclusion. Some transitions
are used to indicate how ideas connect and build upon each other.

In the four body paragraphs, the writer presents distinct reasons in support of his
position. However, although his first example is specific and well developed, the second
relies on generalities rather than concrete details, and he barely introduces the third. Better
time management with more time spent on a Plan would have helped this writer create a
stronger essay. 

The writer successfully varies sentence structure throughout the essay, but his
vocabulary is relatively basic, and “show your smarts” in paragraph 4 is too casual for a 
formal essay. There are several errors, including pronoun shifts in paragraph 1, a missing
apostrophe in “parents” and “this experiences” in paragraph 2, a missing apostrophe in 
“others” and the misspelling of “expectations” in paragraph 4, and the incorrect construction
“would of” in paragraph 5. However, these errors do not seriously detract from the essay.
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Grade 1 Essay 
Does a person have to go without familiers in order to be open to influences and to change?

Obviously yes. That’s why your supposed to leave your parents house after finish high school. You have
to go have your own life seperate from them. 

But your family will always be there for you. And you should always be there for your family. I
don’t think there is anything that more important then family. And friends too. So when you go away
you need to keep in touch with your family and friends because they help make you who you are. 

New things are important to have and be new places. Don’t forget were you come from though.
That’s what makes you you.

Grader’s Comments: This essay answers the Prompt question, but does little else. There is
no support provided for the writer’s position, and the essay is much too brief to earn a strong
score.

The essay shows some attempt at organization. The first paragraph introduces the
issue, using Keywords from the Prompt, and states the author’s position. The second para-
graph serves as the body of the essay, though it offers little support for the writer’s position.
The third paragraph functions as a conclusion, summarizing the writer’s point of view. Some
transitions are used, but in a way that often creates sentence fragments.

The essay provides no real support for its position. There is no discussion of why it is
“obvious” that people need to leave familiar environments to be open to change. In fact, most
of the body paragraph seems to be in favor of maintaining a strong connection with familiar
environments and people.

The essay uses simple vocabulary and there are several sentence fragments.
“Familiars,” “you’re,” “separate,” and “where” are misspelled. In paragraph 1, “after finish high
school” should be after finishing high school. In paragraph 2, “anything that more important
then” should read anything that is more important than. The sentence “New things are impor-
tant to have and be new places” in paragraph 3 does not make sense. Cumulatively, these
errors make the essay difficult to follow.
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Section 2 (Math)
1. D Category: Equations

Difficulty: Low
Strategic Advice: Solve for x by isolating it on one side of the equation.
Getting to the Answer:

0.0645 = (0.00645)x

= x

= x

10 = x

2. C Category: Data Analysis
Difficulty: Low
Strategic Advice: Make sure you read the question stem and the chart itself
carefully so you find the right information.
Getting to the Answer: There are only two times the baby panda lost weight:
between September and October and between November and December. Between
September and October, the baby panda’s weight went from 25 pounds to 15
pounds, so it lost 25 – 15 = 10 pounds. Between November and December, the
baby panda’s weight went from 20 pounds to 15 pounds, so it lost 20 – 15 = 5
pounds. The 10-pound weight loss was greater than the 5-pound weight loss, so the
greatest weight loss was between September and October.

3. E Category: Equations 
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: Plug the given values into the equations and solve carefully.
Getting to the Answer: First, plug u = 1 and v = 2 into the equation for b.
b = 2uv = 2(1)(2) = 4
Now, plug b = 4 and v = 2 into the equation for a.
a = b(v + 1) = 4(2 + 1) = 4(3) = 12
(E) is correct.

4. D Category: Logic
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: No one else will see your test booklet, so use it to work out the
problems. Add information to figures or draw your own.
Getting to the Answer: Cross out all the squares that are either next to the
squares labeled R or directly across from the squares labeled R. These cages
cannot contain rabbits.

As you can see, seven squares are crossed out. Therefore, seven cages cannot
contain rabbits. (D) is correct.

R R

R R

6,450
�
645

0.0645
�
0.00645
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5. E Category: Functions
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: For Roman numeral questions, eliminate wrong answer choices
after evaluating each Roman numeral.
Getting to the Answer: Statement I appears in the most answer choices, so start
by evaluating it.
I. f(–3) = (–3)2 – 4 = 9 – 4 = 5

f(3) = (3)2 – 4 = 9 – 4 = 5
Since f(–3) equals f(3), I must be included in the correct answer choice. Eliminate
(B) and (C).
II. f(–3) = (–3)3 – 4 = –27 – 4 = –31

f(3) = (3)3 – 4 = 27 – 4 = 23
These aren’t equal, so II isn’t part of the correct answer choice. Eliminate (D).
III. f(–3) = (–3)4 – 4 = 81 – 4 = 77

f(3) = (3)4 – 4 = 81 – 4 = 77
These are equal, so III works and (E) is correct.

6. B Category: Angles
Difficulty: Low
Strategic Advice: Whenever you see intersecting lines, look for vertical and
supplementary angles.
Getting to the Answer: Since the angles x° and y° make up a straight line, they
sum to 180°.
x + y = 180

x = 180 – y
(B) is correct.

7. E Category: Percents
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: Since there are variables in the answer choices, Picking
Numbers will work well here.
Getting to the Answer: Let n = 4 and m = 10. Plug the values into the percent

formula, percent = × 100%, to find out what percent of 4m n is. Note that

4m is the whole and n is the part.

percent = × 100% = × 100% = = 10%

Now see which answer choice matches this.

(A) % = 0.0000625%. Eliminate.

(B) % = 0.1%. Eliminate.

(C) % = 1,000%. Eliminate.

(D) % = 160%. Eliminate.

(E) % = 10%. This is the correct answer choice.
100(4)
�
4(10)

400(4)
�

(10)

400(10)
�

(4)

4(10)
�
100(4)

1
��
400(4)(10)

400%
�

40
4

�
4(10)

n
�
4m

part
�
whole
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8. A Category: Triangles
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: Add the information given in the question stem to the figure. Stay
on the lookout for Pythagorean Triplets and other special triangles.
Getting to the Answer: Since ML = 4, MN = 5, and ∠MLN is a right angle, you
know LN = 3, since ∆MLN is a 3 : 4 : 5 triangle. You also know that N is the
midpoint of L

⎯
P
⎯

, so LP = 2(LN) = 2(3) = 6.

Now that you know the lengths of M
⎯

L
⎯

and L
⎯
P
⎯

, you can use the Pythagorean
Theorem to determine the length of M

⎯
P
⎯

.
(ML)2 + (LP)2 = (MP)2

42 + 62 = MP2

16 + 36 = MP2

52 = MP2

MP = 2�13� (approximately 7.21)

9. C Category: Functions 
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: Determine which equation is true for all pairs in the table by
plugging in values from the table.
Getting to the Answer: Check the answer choices. For the first pair (x = 0, y =
200), all five equations are true. Try the second pair (x = 0.5, y = 300).
(A) y = 200 + 0.5 = 200.5 ≠ 300. Eliminate.
(B) y = 200 + 100(0.5) = 200 + 50 = 250 ≠ 300. Eliminate.
(C) y = 200 + 200(0.5) = 200 + 100 = 300. Keep it.
(D) y = 200 + (0.5)2 = 200 + 0.25 = 200.25 ≠ 300. Eliminate.
(E) y = 200 + 200(0.5)2 = 200 + 50 = 250 ≠ 300. Eliminate.

10. E Category: Ratios
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: When you set up a proportion, be sure the same units are in the
numerator and denominator of each side.
Getting to the Answer: The ratio between 0.7 inches on the map and 2.5 actual
miles is the same as the ratio between 3.5 inches on the map and the actual
distance between the cities. Call the distance d and set up a proportion:

= 

0.7d = 3.5(2.5)
0.7d = 8.75

d = 

d = 12.5 miles

8.75
�
0.7

3.5 inches
��

d miles
0.7 inches
��
2.5 miles

M

3

4 5

3
L N P

02_ST 2 MA A&E  1/29/09  11:02 AM  Page 6



se
ct

io
n 

tw
o

SAT
Sample Test 2

7

11. A Category: Averages
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: Use the average formula, average = , to your

advantage; you do not need to do a great deal of math for this problem.
Getting to the Answer: There are seven integers with an average of 7. You can
find their sum by using the average formula.

7 = 

49 = sum
Subtract the five known integers from 49 to find that x and y must add up to 49 – (2
+ 5 + 6 + 11 + 13) = 49 – 37 = 12. You can then determine the possible
combinations of two integers that add up to 12. Eliminate any combination that
repeats a number in the set, since all of the integers must be distinct.
1 and 11 can be eliminated because 11 is already an integer in the set.
2 and 10 can be eliminated because 2 is already an integer in the set.
3 and 9 are possible values of x and y.
4 and 8 are possible values of x and y.
5 and 7 can be eliminated because 5 is already an integer in the set.
6 and 6 can be eliminated because these two digits are not distinct from each other.
The only two possible sets of numbers are 3 and 9 or 4 and 8. Put the numbers
given in the question stem in ascending order to find the median, or middle number.
If you use 3 and 9 as x and y, the median is 6. 
2, 3, 5, 6, 9, 11, 13
If you use 4 and 8 as x and y, the median remains 6. 
2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 11, 13
No matter which possible integers are used for x and y, the median is 6, so (A) is
correct.

12. E Category: Equations
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: Picking Numbers works well on word problems with variables in
the answer choices.
Getting to the Answer: Say n = 10 and c = 6. Then Mary puts 16 – c = 16 – 6 =
10 cookies on each sheet. Since she uses n = 10 sheets, she makes 10(10) = 100
cookies. Now, check the answer choices:
(A) 16 + 10 – 6 = 20 ≠ 100. Eliminate.

(B) = 1 ≠ 100. Eliminate.

(C) 16(10) – 6 = 154 ≠ 100. Eliminate.
(D) 16(10) – 16(6) = 160 – 96 = 64 ≠ 100. Eliminate.
(E) 16(10) – (6)(10) = 100. Correct.

13. B Category: Solids
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: Solids questions often ask you to count lines or angles. Drawing
a picture can help.

16
�
6 + 10

sum
�

7

sum of terms
��
number of terms
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Getting to the Answer: sketch a pyramid with a triangular base.

It has four triangular faces, which means that each face has three angles. The total
number of angles formed by the edges is 4 � 3 = 12.
Another way to approach this problem is to consider the corners of the pyramid.
There are four corners, each of which is a vertex of three angles. Therefore, there
are 4 � 3 = 12 angles.

14. D Category: Polygons
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: Break complex figures into smaller shapes that are easier to
work with.
Getting to the Answer: This figure can be broken into one large rectangle, one
small rectangle, and one right triangle. Point labels have been added to make this
figure easier to describe.

You know that AF = 11, and that GF must equal DE since they are opposite sides of
a rectangle.  The larger rectangle therefore has sides of length 6 and length 8. AG =
AF – GF = 11 – 6 = 5, so the smaller rectangle has side lengths 3 and 5. The
height of the right triangle equals the long side of the small rectangle, 5. The base
of the right triangle is CH = DG – CD – GH = 8 – 3 – 3 = 2. Now you know all of the
sides of each smaller geometric figure.

The area of the entire figure is equal to the sum of the areas of the larger rectangle,
the smaller rectangle, and the triangle. 
Area of larger rectangle:
A = wl
A = (8)(6)

A

6

5 5

3

3 2
3

6

8F E

B

C DG
H

A

11

3

3

6

8F E

B

C DG
H
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A = 48
Area of smaller rectangle:
A = wl
A = (3)(5)
A = 15
Area of triangle:

A = bh

A = (2)(5)

A = 5
Total area:
48 + 15 + 5 = 68

15. A Category: Percents
Difficulty: High
Strategic Advice: If variables make the problem too complex, you can Pick
Numbers.
Getting to the Answer: The percentage of the total points that David gets is

× 100. Since David completed the entire test, he earned a

points from part A. For part B, he answered all c questions, but only got points for
80% of them. Since each correct question is worth b points, David earned 0.80bc
points on part B. Put this information into the equation for the percentage of total
points.

× 100 

That matches (A).

If the variables confuse you, use Picking Numbers. Be sure that your numbers
result in 40 total possible points. For instance, if part A is worth 20 points, and there
are 10 questions in part B, each of which is worth 2 points when answered
correctly, then the total number of available points is 40. If David answers 80% of
the questions in part B correctly, then that’s 8 questions, each of which is worth 2
points, for a total of 16 points on part B and 20 points on part A. David’s percentage

of the total points available is then × 100 = × 100 = 90. Plug a =

20, b = 2, and c = 10 into each answer choice to see which one also equals 90%.

(A) × 100 = × 100 = × 100 = × 100 = 90

(B) × 100 = × 100 = × 100 = 

× 100 = 80

(C) × 100 = × 100 = × 100 = 800
320
�
40

0.80(20)(2)(10)
��

40
0.80abc
�

40

0.80(40)
�

40

0.80(20 + 20)
��

40
0.80[20 + (2)(10)]
���

40
0.80(a + bc)
��

40

36
�
40

20 + 16
�

40
20 + 0.80(2)(10)
��

40
a + 0.80bc
��

40

36
�
40

20 + 16
�

40

a + 0.80bc
��

40

points David gets
���
total points possible

1
�
2

1
�
2
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(D) × 100 = × 100 = × 100 = 1,250

(E) × 100 = × 100 = × 100 =

× 100 = 120

The only one that works is (A).

16. B Category: Triangles
Difficulty: High
Strategic Advice: The height of a triangle does not have to be inside the triangle.
Getting to the Answer: Since ∠ABC = 90°, C

⎯
B
⎯

is perpendicular to A
⎯

B
⎯

. That
means it’s also perpendicular to A

⎯
D
⎯

. If A
⎯

D
⎯

is the base of ∆ACD, then B�C� is the 

height. The area of a triangle is (base)(height), so the area of ∆ACD is (AD) 

(BC) = (3)(10) = 15.

17. B Category: Equations
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: If you’re not sure how to set up an expression, Pick Numbers
instead.
Getting to the Answer: At $3.30 per mile, m miles will cost $3.30m. This is added
to a basic charge of $5.00 for a total of $5.00 + $3.30m. Since the price after a 20%
discount is 80% of the original amount, the total charge for an m mile ride within the
city limits is 0.80($5.00 + $3.30m).
You could also Pick Numbers. Say the ride is 10 miles. Then the taxicab costs
$5.00 + $3.30(10) = $5.00 + $33.00 = $38.00 before the discount. After the
discount, it costs 0.80($38.00) = $30.40. Plug m = 10 into each answer choice to
see which one also equals $30.40.
(A) 0.80(5.00) + 3.30m = 0.80(5.00) + 3.30(10) = 4 + 33 = 37
(B) 0.80(5.00 + 3.30m) = 0.80[5.00 + 3.30(10)] = 0.80(38) = 30.40
(C) 0.80(5.00 + 5m) = 0.80[5.00 + 5(10)] = 0.80(55) = 44
(D) 0.20(5.00) + 3.30m = 0.20(5.00) + 3.30(10) = 1 + 33 = 34
(E) 0.20(5.00 + 3.30m) = 0.20[5.00 + 3.30(10)] = 0.20(38) = 7.60
The only answer choice that works is (B).

18. D Category: Sequences
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: A sequence in which each term is a multiple of the previous term
is called a geometric sequence.
Getting to the Answer: Write out the first nine terms of the sequence, then find the
ratio. You might find it easier to think of the terms as powers of three instead of
calculating each one.
1, 3, 9, 27, 81, 243, 729, 2,187, 6,561…
30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38…
The ratio between the 9th and 4th term is 6,561 : 27, or 38 : 33. That simplifies to 
35 : 1, or 243 : 1.

1
�
2

1
�
2

1
�
2

48
�
40

40 + 8
�

4
(20)(2) + 0.80(10)
���

40
ab + 0.80c
��

40

400
�
32

(20)(2)(10)
��
(0.80)(40)

abc
��
(0.80)(40)
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19. D Category: Probability
Difficulty: High
Strategic Advice: Use the probability formula, .

Getting to the Answer: The first digit of the three-digit integer must be even, so
there are only three possibilities for the first digit (2, 4, or 6). The second digit in the
three-digit integer must be odd, so there are only three possibilities for the second
digit (1, 3, or 5). Since the first digit is even and the second digit is odd, the sum of
the first two digits is even + odd = odd. For the sum of all three digits to be even,
the third digit must be odd, since odd + odd = even. There are only two choices for
the third digit because it must be odd and distinct from the other digits; one odd
digit has already been used in the second position. Therefore, there are a total of 3
× 3 × 2 = 18 total possible lottery numbers. Only one of the numbers is 251, so the

probability that a randomly selected number will be 251 is .

If you weren’t sure how to calculate the number of three-digit numbers that fulfilled
the rules in the question stem, you could have listed them. If you use this method,
you should save the question for the end of the section since it is time-consuming.
The possible lottery numbers are:

213 413 613
215 415 615
231 431 631
235 435 635
251 451 651
253 453 653

20. B Category: Solids 
Difficulty: High
Strategic Advice: Break this three-dimensional object into simpler two-dimensional
shapes.
Getting to the Answer: The area of a triangle is (base)(height). Once you know

the base and height of ∆CEG, you have enough information to find the area.

Since C
⎯⎯⎯

G
⎯⎯⎯⎯⎯⎯⎯

is perpendicular to the base of the cube, ∆CEG is a right triangle. The
base of ∆CEG is GE, which is the hypotenuse of the right triangle GEH. Since GH
and EH both equal 5, you can either use the Pythagorean Theorem or your
knowledge of special triangles to find GE.

B

A D

F

1
�
2

1
�
18

# of desired outcomes
���
# of possible outcomes
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A right triangle with legs of the same length is a 45–45–90 triangle with sides in the
ratio x : x : x�2�. Since the legs are length 5, the hypotenuse is length 5�2�. If you
don’t remember this, you can use the Pythagorean Theorem.
a2 + b2 = c2

52 + 52 = GE2

25 + 25 = GE2

50 = GE2

�50� = GE
5�2� = GE

The height of ∆CEG is CG, which you know is 5. Since you know the base and
height of ∆CEG, you can find its area.

A = bh

A = (GE)(CG)

A = (5�2�)(5)

A = 
25�2�
�

2

1
�
2

1
�
2

1
�
2

H

E

5

5
G

5�2�
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Section 3 (Critical Reading)
	 1.	 B	 Category: Definition

Difficulty: Low
Strategic Advice: Use the keywords and the relationship between the blanks to 
inform your prediction. 
Getting to the Answer: What do “curfew rules” do? They restrict where teens can 
go, which will limit their freedom.
(A) Although “govern” might be tempting, “liberate” is the opposite of what you’re 
looking for.
(C) “Prescribe” might work for the first blank, but “juxtapose” doesn’t make sense in 
the second blank.
(D) While both “nullify” and “suspend” have negative charges, they do not relate to 
the specifics of the sentence.
(E) “Promote” is the opposite of what you’re looking for in the first blank, and 
“equalize” doesn’t work in context.
prescribe: to lay out; to detail as a guide
juxtapose: to place next to, especially for purposes of comparison or contrast
nullify: to invalidate; to void

	 2.	 A	 Category: Cause-and-Effect
Difficulty: Low
Strategic Advice: Keywords can lead you to a strong sense of charge for the 
missing word. 
Getting to the Answer: George won the election but “ignored” his friends and 
“shrugged” his shoulders; you need something negative for the blank, like worried  
or upset.
(B) “Euphoric” is the opposite of your prediction.
(C) Whether or not George felt “decisive” has no bearing on his reaction or on the 
amount of work his new position will require.
(D) While “jaded” has the negative charge you’re looking for, it doesn’t make sense 
to say that George was worn out by a position he hasn’t yet assumed.
(E) It doesn’t make sense to say that George felt “rigorous” about the amount of 
work his new position would bring.
despondent: dejected
euphoric: overjoyed
jaded: wearied; worn out

	 3.	 B	 Category: Cause-and-Effect
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: On two-blank Sentence Completions, always determine the 
relationship of the blanks to each other and to the keywords.
Getting to the Answer: “Otherwise discriminating” is the key here; the audience in 
this context must be willing to ignore noticeable mistakes, so the reviewer would be 
silly to bother criticizing the show.
(A) While “obnoxious” fits the second blank, “ignore” does not make sense for the 
reviewer’s response.
(C) “Assess” might work for the first blank, but “harmonious” doesn’t match your 
prediction for the second in charge or in meaning.
(D) “Mock” is a possibility for the first blank, but “symbolic amateurism” doesn’t 
make sense.
(E) “Enjoy” is the opposite of your prediction for the first blank, even though 
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“dubious” might seem tempting for the second.
condemn: to express strong disapproval
assess: to determine value
symbolic: represented through the use of symbols
dubious: doubtful

	 4.	 E	 Category: Definition
Difficulty: High
Strategic Advice: Keywords and punctuation will signal a Definition Sentence 
Completion, in which the rest of the sentence defines the meaning of the missing 
word.
Getting to the Answer: You need a word that describes a relationship wherein two 
organisms can only survive together. In a scientific context, you might be looking for 
a root that means dependent.
(A) “Aggressive” does not fit here; it is too negative and does not match your 
prediction.
(B) “Neutralizing” does not make sense in context.
(C) “Organic” doesn’t convey the sense of codependency that you need.
(D) While you might describe such a relationship as “viable,” you’re looking for a 
word that describes mutual dependency.
organic: relating to living beings
viable: capable of succeeding
symbiotic: mutually beneficial

	 5.	 D	 Category: Definition
Difficulty: High
Strategic Advice: Don’t let tough vocabulary throw you; eliminate words that do not 
fit the context.
Getting to the Answer: You are looking to describe writers who write about new 
things in new ways; predict that critics would describe such writers as innovative.
(A) “Cerebral” is a positive descriptor, but it doesn’t fit your prediction.
(B) “Aesthetic” does not match the forward-looking context.
(C) “Biased” is too negative and does not relate to pushing boundaries.
(E) “Conventional” is the opposite of your prediction.
cerebral: brainy; intellectual
aesthetic: artistic; concerned with beauty
avant-garde: forward-thinking; original
trope: a nonliteral use of words; a figure of speech

	History Paired Passages

	 6.	 B	 Category: Detail
Difficulty: High 
Strategic Advice: For Detail questions about specific lines, paying special attention 
to the author’s overall purpose and how it relates to each reference will provide you 
with the information you need to make a strong prediction.
Getting to the Answer: Author 1 talks about “a certain danger” in studying a 
history that tells only “one side of a vast story.” Your prediction should be a line that 
opposes this idea.
(A) Misused Detail; though this may represent a different viewpoint, it does not 
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“directly contradict” the statement from Passage 1.
(C) Misused Detail; this statement develops the idea that “speaking with certainty…
is futile.”
(D) Misused Detail; again, this is development of the contradictory idea, not its 
statement. 
(E) Misused Detail; this statement discusses the potential gains of seeing the ideal 
study of history differently than Author 1, but doesn’t “directly contradict” Author 1’s 
ideas.

	 7.	 D	 Category: Global
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: For questions about tone, pay special attention to both authors’ 
language and overall purpose; these will be the keys to making a good prediction.
Getting to the Answer: In the opening sentence, Author 1 warns that “there exists 
a certain danger” in taking history “too literally,” and later advises “discretion.” Your 
prediction should reflect this sense of warning.
(A) Distortion; neither passage seems very “objective,” as one author is attempting 
to undermine the importance of history while the other tries to inflate it.
(B) Distortion; both authors seems to care deeply about their subject matter.
(C) Distortion; there is nothing more “methodical” about one passage than the other.
(E) Distortion; both authors seem to exhibit similar levels of care and “passion” 
about their respective views of history.

	 8.	 C	 Category: Inference
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: Inference questions ask you to read between the lines, using 
information from the passage to draw your own conclusions.
Getting to the Answer: Author 2 writes that “what did or did not transpire” 
historically is not important—what is important is the impact which history has on 
our views today. Your prediction should reflect the idea that Author 2 discounts “the 
unfortunate fact” that history is one-sided as unimportant.
(A) Opposite; Author 2 finds this point unimportant.
(B) Distortion; though he does not find it significant, Author 2 would not necessarily 
disagree with Author 1’s assessment of history’s construction by the victors.
(D) Extreme; though he finds it unimportant, it goes too far to assume that Author 2 
would find the point nonsensical or foolish.
(E) Opposite; again, Author 2 finds the “unfortunate fact” unimportant.

	 9.	 A	 Category: Detail
Difficulty: High
Strategic Advice: For questions looking for specific similarities between two 
contradictory passages, you’ll be able to draw your answer directly from one or two 
specific lines of text.
Getting to the Answer: Author 1 believes that there is a problem in distinguishing 
what is real truth in history because the task of “constructing legacies” falls to the 
“victors.” Author 2 touches on this same topic when he states that “speaking with 
certainty about such things is futile.”
(B) Distortion; Author 1 never conveys the viewpoint that studying history is essential.
(C) Out of Scope; neither passage mentions any such distinction.
(D) Misused Detail; only Author 1 talks about those who are generally responsible 
for creating the historical record.
(E) Misused Detail; again, only Author 1 says anything about “conquerors.”
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	Raw Art

	10.	 B	 Category: Function
Difficulty: Low
Strategic Advice: A list like this one is often used to provide examples. Look at the 
context of the citation to better understand what concept the list helps explain or 
support. 
Getting to the Answer: The preceding sentence refers to the common perception 
of “ancient masters” as “exemplary artists.” The citation is simply providing some 
examples of these “masters.” 
(A) Misused Detail; the author mentions these artists’ “mastery of technique” but 
does not emphasize or elaborate on this point. 
(C) Out of Scope; it is not significant to the passage that these artists lived during 
the Renaissance. 
(D) Distortion; the focus of this citation is on artists, not the history of art. 
(E) Out of Scope; the passage does not suggest that these artists inspired modern 
artists. 

	11.	 A	 Category: Inference
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: The citation is part of a contrast. By referring to the passage to 
understand the contrast being made, you will be able to predict its significance.
Getting to the Answer: The contrast of “physical hunger” to a “spiritual or 
psychological one” suggests that these artists were motivated by tangible material 
rewards, not “some private need.” 
(B) Out of Scope; you do not know the financial status of these artists. 
(C) Extreme; these artists were largely motivated by “physical” rewards, but it cannot 
be inferred that they were completely uninterested in “spiritual issues.”
(D) Distortion; that these artists were motivated by “hunger” does not imply that they 
were “consumed” by a drive to create. 
(E) Opposite; these artists created their works in response to “physical” concerns, 
not “philosophical” or metaphysical ones. 

	12.	 D	 Category: Function
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: Details are used in a passage to support a main idea. To 
understand the purpose of a particular detail, think about how it contributes to a 
prominent idea in the passage as a whole. 
Getting to the Answer: This citation describes an outsider artist who was 
motivated by a “desire to create in order to satisfy some private need,” and the 
sentences preceding the description contrast him with the “old masters.” This 
description is meant to emphasize the extreme differences between Wölfli and 
earlier master artists. 
(A) Out of Scope; the passage does not state what role, if any, Wölfli’s hallucinations 
played in his art.
(B) Out of Scope; the passage does not suggest a healing relationship between 
Wölfli’s art and his illness. 
(C) Out of Scope; the passage never deals with “obstacles” to Wölfli’s art. 
(E) Misused Detail; the passage does not focus on the relationship between 
“childhood experiences” and personality development, but emphasizes one artist’s 
unlikely background.  
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	13.	 C 	 Category: Inference
Difficulty: High
Strategic Advice: In Inference questions like this one, the answer choices do not 
come directly from the passage. You must establish a clear understanding of the 
author’s point of view before selecting an answer choice grounded in the same 
logic. 
Getting to the Answer: The author states that art “in its purest form” is created 
“in order to satisfy some private need,” and describes “true artistic motivations” as 
fulfilling a “spiritual or psychological” demand. Look for an answer choice that shows 
an act motivated by internal factors, rather than by forces outside the individual.
(A) Out of Scope; the carpenter may build for his family, but the passage does not 
suggest that pure art is made for anyone other than the artist or out of any such 
practical considerations. 
(B) Distortion; though the prisoner is in an institution like Wölfli was, her sculpture is 
a workshop requirement, not a result of her desire to express herself. 
(D) Opposite; a lawyer negotiates a settlement for the client’s advantage and as part 
of his job, not to fulfill an inner need. 
(E) Opposite; the passage indicates that “outsider art,” the most pure kind of art, is 
made without awareness of earlier traditions or styles.

	14.	 A	 Category: Vocab-in-Context
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: The citation is an adjective describing the author’s relationship 
to another person’s ideas. Determine this relationship in order to understand the 
meaning of the adjective. 
Getting to the Answer: Dubuffet believes that Raw Art is “truer” because it “comes 
directly from within the artist.” The author shares this point of view, which shows that 
“sympathetic” indicates agreement.
(B) Distortion; though the author agrees with Dubuffet, it is not necessarily because 
the author is not examining the issue analytically. 
(C) Distortion; the author agrees with Dubuffet’s “insights,” but is not as emotionally 
concerned as “compassionate” suggests.
(D) Out of Scope; “sorrowful” matches neither the tone of the passage nor the 
author’s feelings.
(E) Out of Scope; the author does not appear to have any concerns or worries 
related to Dubuffet’s contentions. 

	15.	 E	 Category: Inference
Difficulty: Low
Strategic Advice: Use the main ideas of the passage to better understand an 
abstract comparison.
Getting to the Answer: This sentence compares the “soul” favorably to the “studio 
seat,” and the passage compares untrained artists to trained ones. Here, the author 
is restating the opinion that personally motivated artists create works of greater 
purity than do those with artistic training. 
(A) Distortion; the comparison of the “soul” to “a studio seat” does not directly deny 
the importance of location, but rather compares emotional artistic motivations to 
artistic training.
(B) Opposite; the author believes that “artists who are not trained in art” are “better 
able to use it.”
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(C) Distortion; while the author might agree that art schools can serve as an 
impediment, the cited statement is concerned primarily with the artist’s motivation 
rather than training. 
(D) Extreme; the author believes that the work of untrained artists is “more genuine” 
but also recognizes the importance of other traditional artists.

	Samuel L. Jackson

	16.	 E	 Category: Vocab-in-Context
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: Vocab-in-Context questions are best answered by reading the 
surrounding text carefully. 
Getting to the Answer: The “A-List establishment” is made up of actors. What 
is important about these actors? The author tells you that they follow the typical 
Hollywood trajectory, finding initial success in their twenties and then holding on for 
decades.
(A) Distortion; this is a primary meaning of “establishment” that doesn’t work in 
context.
(B) Distortion; there is a sort of “organization” here, but it is informal and can’t be 
described as “civic.”
(C) Distortion; “agency” again implies a level of formality that doesn’t work in context.
(D) Distortion; this is another primary definition of “establishment” that doesn’t work 
in context. 

	17.	 D	 Category: Function
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: Focus on why the author includes this information and how it 
relates to the overall point.
Getting to the Answer: The careers of both Foster and McKellen are mentioned for 
a reason. Paraphrase that reason and you’ll have your prediction. 
(A) Opposite; Foster and McKellen are mentioned because they followed atypical 
career paths.
(B) Out of Scope; the author never mentions the degree to which these actors are 
“respected by their peers.”
(C) Out of Scope; the author does not comment on her like or dislike for these 
actors.
(E) Misused Detail; McKellen’s success on stage is not the reason he is mentioned.

	18.	 C	 Category: Detail
Difficulty: Low
Strategic Advice: Detail questions usually don’t stray far from the lines provided.
Getting to the Answer: The word “mold” describes a pattern that is commonly 
followed by movie stars. Which choice matches that prediction?
(A) Out of Scope; acting methods are not being discussed.
(B) Out of Scope; the passage neither discusses “physical traits” nor relates them to 
success.
(D) Out of Scope; “marketing methods” are not mentioned in the passage.
(E) Misused Detail; “roles” are not discussed until much later in the passage.
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	19.	 C	 Category: Detail
Difficulty: Low
Strategic Advice: Focus on the sentence that contains the tested detail, then 
research the surrounding text as needed.
Getting to the Answer: Jackson played “bit parts” before he became a “leading 
man.” What is the difference, and which answer choice highlights that difference?
(A) Distortion; the key is not where Jackson is performing but the size of his role.
(B) Distortion; the success of the films is not the issue, but rather Jackson’s role in 
them.
(D) Out of Scope; this is never discussed in the passage.
(E) Misused Detail; Jackson’s audition is not related to the meaning of the phrase.

	20.	 B	 Category: Function
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: To answer a Function question, consider how the reference in 
question relates to the author’s overall themes.
Getting to the Answer: Paragraph 3 mentions that Jackson exists “outside the 
norms,” that one is “never sure quite what to expect” from him, and that these 
characteristics allow him to “thrive in ways that other actors simply cannot manage.” 
Predict that the author uses paragraph 3 to describe the specifics of Jackson’s 
success. 
(A) Misused Detail; this is a point made in the passage, but not the purpose of this 
paragraph.
(C) Distortion; Jackson’s “unpredictability” is not mentioned simply to “praise” him, 
but to account for his success.
(D) Misused Detail; while some of Jackson’s roles are listed here, this paragraph is 
meant to serve a greater overall purpose.
(E) Distortion; this paragraph focuses on Jackson himself and never offers an 
explanation as to why his “movies are…commercially successful.”

	21.	 B	 Category: Detail
Difficulty: High
Strategic Advice: Detail questions require you to focus on specific portions of the 
text. Even on questions like this one, which are difficult to predict, you can always 
isolate the tested detail and ask yourself how it relates to the author’s argument. 
Getting to the Answer: Cruise and Lee are mentioned in comparison to Samuel L. 
Jackson. Paraphrase the contrast and you’ll have your prediction. 
(A) Distortion; the author never actually states that their “range” is “limited.”
(C) Out of Scope/Extreme; the views of Cruise and Lee are not discussed, and 
“diametrically opposed” is far too extreme to apply to any aspect of this passage.
(D) Distortion; Cruise and Lee are never said to be more famous than Jackson.
(E) Distortion; Cruise and Lee are never referred to specifically as either “typical” or 
“A-List.”

	22.	 E	 Category: Detail
Difficulty: High
Strategic Advice: Detail questions require the reader to sift carefully through all of 
the information presented to find what is relevant. Use your notes to focus on the 
relevant text.
Getting to the Answer: The author states that Jackson’s popularity stems from the 
memorable roles he plays. Select the choice that best matches this prediction.
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(A) Out of Scope; the author doesn’t mention Jackson’s “unmistakable voice” here.
(B) Misused Detail; Jackson’s “response” to his success is not what’s responsible for 
his popularity.
(C) Distortion; while the author feels that his portrayals of “villains” are strong, this is 
never cited as a reason for his popularity.
(D) Misused Detail; Jackson’s “work ethic” has resulted in his versatility, but it is not 
what is singled out as a cause of his popularity.

	23.	 C	 Category: Function
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: Function questions require the reader to ask why a device is 
being used, rather than how. Keep the author’s overall perspective in mind. 
Getting to the Answer: The author contends that Jackson isn’t about to change 
because of his newfound success, that he thankfully “has shown no desire to 
conform” to the Hollywood norm, and she supports this with Jackson’s own words. 
(A) Misused Detail; the quote isn’t intended to demonstrate his “popularity,” but his 
reaction to it.
(B) Opposite; the quote is intended to suggest that Jackson has not “changed” at all.
(D) Distortion; the quote is about Jackson’s philosophy, not his salary.
(E) Opposite; the author is attempting to demonstrate that Jackson remains outside 
the “establishment.”

	24.	 E	 Category: Global
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: Global questions require an understanding of the major themes 
of the passage as well as a sense of the author’s overall tone. Look for instances in 
which the author reveals personal opinion or uses particularly strong language. 
Getting to the Answer: The author discusses actor Samuel L. Jackson and his 
place in modern cinema. In particular, the author focuses on Jackson’s strengths 
and successes, describing his “range of talent” that is “unique” in Hollywood. Look 
for an answer choice that reflects this positive assessment. 
(A) Distortion; the author is more intent on making a point than exploring cause and 
effect.
(B) Opposite; the author seems relatively certain of Jackson’s qualities.
(C) Distortion; the author is not at all combative.
(D) Opposite; the author is not “skeptical” of Jackson’s fame or talent.
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Section 4 (Math)
1. A Category: Equations

Difficulty: Low
Strategic Advice: To solve an equation, do the same thing to both sides. Try to get
variables on one side and numbers on the other.
Getting to the Answer:
5s – 2s = 3s + 2s + 18

3s = 5s + 18
–2s = 18

s = –9

2. D Category: Equations 
Difficulty: Low
Strategic Advice: When you see a long string of information, it’s usually easiest to
start with whatever’s last and work backwards.
Getting to the Answer: Since y is 2 less than z and z = 3, then y = 3 – 2 = 1.
Since x is 6 more than y, x = 1 + 6 = 7.

3. C Category: Data Analysis
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: It’s easy to find the wrong information on a graph. Be sure you
know what you’re looking for.
Getting to the Answer: You don’t need to calculate anything to answer this
question. The vertical distance between the line graphs represents the difference
between the items produced and the items sold. The distance between the graphs
is shortest in 1992, so the difference between the number of items produced and
sold was the least in 1992. (C) is correct.

4. B Category: Angles
Difficulty: Low
Strategic Advice: Remember the rules for vertical, supplementary, and
corresponding angles. Vertical angles, angles that are opposite each other when
two lines intersect, are equal. Supplementary angles, angles that make up a straight
line, add up to 180°. Corresponding angles occur when a line crosses two parallel
lines. They are equal.
Getting to the Answer: Since lines r and s are parallel and line p crosses both of
them, angle w° corresponds to the 65° angle. Since lines m and p are parallel and
line s crosses both of them, angle y ° also corresponds to the 65° angle. Therefore,
both w and y equal 65, and w + y = 65 + 65 = 130.

5. B Category: Coordinate Planes
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: The formula for a linear equation is y = mx + b, where m is the

slope and b is the y-intercept. The formula for slope is m = = , where

(x1, y1) and (x2, y2) are two points on the line. The y-intercept is the value of y when
x = 0.
Getting to the Answer: If a line passes through Q at the origin (0, 0) and P at (–4,

–6), then its slope will be = = = . The y-intercept is 0 because 
3
�
2

6
�
4

–6 – 0
�
–4 – 0

y2 – y1�
x2 –x1

y2 – y1�
x2 – x1

rise
�
run
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the line crosses the y axis at the origin; both y and x are 0 at this point. Therefore, 

the line is y = x + 0, or just y = x. Plug the answer choices into this equation to

see which one works.

(A) y = (0) = 0

–1 ≠ 0 
Eliminate.

(B) y = (–2) = –3

–3 = –3
This is on line r, so it is the correct answer choice.

(C) y = (–3) = –

–3 ≠ –

Eliminate.

(D) y = (–3) = –

–9 ≠ –

Eliminate.

(E) y = (–4) = –6

–9 ≠ –6
Eliminate.

6. B Category: Number Properties
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: For Roman numeral questions, eliminate wrong answer choices
after evaluating each Roman numeral.
Getting to the Answer: If x is a positive even integer, then x + 3 must be a positive
odd integer, since an even number plus an odd number is odd. 2x must be even,
since even times even is even, and 2x + 1 must be odd. Therefore, (x + 3)(2x + 1) is
an odd number times an odd number, which must be odd. The only Roman numeral
with an odd number is II.
If you’re not comfortable with the rules of odds and evens, Pick Numbers for x to
see what happens.
If x = 2, (x + 3)(2x + 1) = (2 + 3)[2(2) + 1] = (2 + 3)(4 + 1) = (5)(5) = 25, which
matches II. This lets you eliminate (A) and (D). Since 2 is the smallest positive even
integer, and (x + 3)(2x + 1) involves multiplying two positive numbers, this is the
smallest possible value of (x + 3)(2x + 1). The expression can’t equal I, so you can
eliminate (C) as well.
If x = 4, (x + 3)(2x + 1) = (4 + 3)[2(4) + 1] = (4 + 3)(8 + 1) = (7)(9) = 63. This is
much larger than III, and there are no even integers between 2 and 4, so III doesn’t
work. Eliminate (E), leaving (B) as the correct answer.

7. D Category: Coordinate Planes
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: The slope of a line is rise over run, or m = .

y2 – y1�
x2 – x1

3
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Getting to the Answer: Put the given points into the slope formula and solve for k.

= 2

k – 3 = 2(3)
k – 3 = 6

k = 9

8. C Category: Permutations and Combinations
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: If a question seems too long to answer, look for a shortcut.
Getting to the Answer: Writing out all of the numbers that fit these conditions
would take too much time, so the test maker must have a shortcut in mind. Draw
four blanks to represent the four digits in the integers. The first digit must be 3, so
there is only one possible first digit. The second digit, however, could be any
number from 0 to 9. That’s 10 possible second digits. The third digit must be 3 or 6,
so there are only two possible third digits. The fourth digit could be any of the 10
digits again. The total number of possible integers with 3 or 6 as the third digit and
3 as the first digit is 1 × 10 × 2 × 10 = 200.

9. 6 Category: Ratios
Difficulty: Low
Strategic Advice: When you set up a proportion, be sure to put the same units in
the numerator on both sides of the equation.
Getting to the Answer: Say n is the number of tablespoons of the concentrate
needed to make 24 cups of fruit punch. Since the proportions are the same as
suggested in the instructions, the ratio of n tablespoons to 24 cups is the same as
the ratio of 4 tablespoons to 16 cups.

= 

16n = 24(4)
16n = 96

n = = 6

10. or 14.6 or 14.7

Category: Equations 
Difficulty: Low
Strategic Advice: Read the whole question before you decide it’s too hard to solve.
Although at first glance this seems to be a difficult question about quadratic
equations, all you actually have to do is plug the given value into the equation and
simplify.
Getting to the Answer: Plug a = 5 into the original equation and solve for b.
(a − 2)b = a2 + 3a + 4
(5 − 2)b = 52 + 3(5) + 4

3b = 25 + 15 + 4
3b = 44

b = = 14.6
⎯
≈ 14.7

44
�
3

44
�
3

96
�
16

4
�
16

n
�
24

k – 3
�
3 – 0
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11. 187
Category: Functions
Difficulty: Low
Strategic Advice: Even though the situation might look complex, all you need to do
is to evaluate the function at the given value of the variable. Most function questions
boil down to substituting or isolating a variable.
Getting to the Answer: This company charges D(t) = 11(t + 4) dollars for a job that
takes t hours. If a job takes 13 hours, then t = 13 and the company charges D(13) =
11(13 + 4) = 11(17) = 187 dollars.

12. 5 Category: Ratios
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: For ratio questions you can think in terms of fractions, or you can
translate the ratio into practical terms.
Getting to the Answer: In practical terms, a ratio of 4 : 5 means that for every 4
purple gumballs, you would have 5 orange gumballs. Because you want to add as
few gumballs as possible, assume that you keep the original number of purple
gumballs and only add orange ones. With 20 purple gumballs, you can make 5
groups of 4. Originally, the ratio in the bowl is 1 : 1, so that for every group of 4
purple you have 4 orange. You want to have 5 orange for each group of 4 purple, so
you need to add one orange per group. Since there are 5 groups, you need to add
5 orange gumballs to have the correct ratio. Once you add 5 orange gumballs, the
ratio of purple to orange is 20 : 25, which reduces to 4 : 5.
You could also set up a proportion between the number of orange and purple
gumballs you’ll end up with and the proper ratio. Again, assume that you only add
orange gumballs. Say the final number of orange gumballs is g.

= 

20(5) = 4g

= g

25 = g
Since you started with 20 orange gumballs and finished with 25, you added 25 – 20
= 5 orange gumballs.

13. 170
Category: Non-Linear Graphs
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: When you see a pie chart, look for the total it represents.
Getting to the Answer: First, find the total percent of students who take lessons at
school. Then figure out how many students this percent represents. 20% of the
students only take lessons at school, and 65% take lessons both at school and with
a private teacher. That’s a total of 20% + 65% = 85% who take lessons at school.
Since there are 200 students all together, 0.85(200) = 170 students take lessons at
school.

14. < z < 3

Category: Inequalities
Difficulty: High
Strategic Advice: First translate the absolute value inequality into two inequalities

1
�
3

20(5)
�

4

4
�
5

20
�
g
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without absolute values, and then solve as you would an equation. Remember to
change the direction of the inequality if you multiply or divide by a negative number.
Getting to the Answer: |5 – 3z| < 4 is equivalent to 5 – 3z < 4 (if the expression
inside the absolute value is positive) and 5 – 3z > –4 (if the expression inside the
absolute value is negative).
Simplify the first inequality:
5 – 3z < 4

–3z < 4 – 5 
–3z < –1

z >

And the second:
5 – 3z > –4

–3z > –9
z < 3

Thus, < z < 3. You can grid any number in this range.

15. or .5

Category: Data Analysis
Difficulty: High
Strategic Advice: Make sure you interpret the graph correctly. Note in particular
what the x and y axes represent, as well as the units of measurement.
Getting to the Answer: Based on the graph, after 9 squirts there are 7.5 ounces of
ketchup left in the bottle. That means that 9 squirts deliver 12 – 7.5 = 4.5 ounces of

ketchup, so each squirt delivers = ounce.

16. or .666 or .667

Category: Complex Figures
Difficulty: High
Strategic Advice: Questions that ask you to find the ratio of one part of a figure to
another are often easiest to solve by dividing the figure into equal portions.
Getting to the Answer: Because A is the midpoint of B�D�, the width of the rectangle
ACED is half of the length of a side of the equilateral triangle BCD. The rectangle’s
diagonals are the same length as the sides of ∆BCD. Since A is the midpoint of B�D�,

and all three triangles are equilateral, the two smaller triangles are each the size

of ∆BCD. This lets you divide the figure up in the following way:

C E

AB D

1
�
4

2
�
3

1
�
2

4.5
�
9

1
�
2

1
�
3

1
�
3
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Each of the 12 small triangles is equal. The shaded region covers 8 triangles. Thus,

the shaded region is = of the whole figure.

17. 2 Category: Number Properties
Difficulty: Medium
Strategic Advice: Make abstract remainder problems concrete by Picking
Numbers.
Getting to the Answer: The easiest way to find an integer that has remainder 3
when divided by 7 is to add the divisor and the remainder: 7 + 3 = 10. If k = 10,
then 3k = 30. Find the remainder when 30 is divided by 7: 30 = 4(7) + 2. The
remainder is 2.

18. 5 Category: Functions
Difficulty: High
Strategic Advice: The first thing you should do when dealing with any function is to
turn it into a normal equation.
Getting to the Answer: The area of a circle with radius r is πr2. The circumference

of a circle is 2πr. For a circle with circumference c, r = and the area is 

π� �
2

= π� � = . Therefore, f(c) = . The equation f(z) = f(3) + f(4) becomes

= + . Solve this equation for z.

= + 

z2 = 32 + 42

z2 = 9 + 16
z2 = 25
z = 5

42
�
4π

32
�
4π

z2
�
4π

42
�
4π

32
�
4π

z2
�
4π

c2
�
4π

c2
�
4π

c2
�
4π2

c
�
2π

c
�
2π

2
�
3

8
�
12
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Section 5 (Writing)
	 1.	 E	 Category: Diction 

Difficulty: Medium
Issues: wordiness, comparisons
Strategic Advice: Use between when two things are compared and among for 
three or more.
Getting to the Answer: Since only two items are compared here, between, not 
“among,” is the correct preposition. Both (C) and (E) correct the error, but (C) is 
unnecessarily wordy. 
(B) does not address the error.
(D) makes an illogical comparison between “the…efficiency of a city” and “the 
country.” 

	 2.	 D	 Category: Idioms
Difficulty: Medium
Issues: style problems 
Strategic Advice: Most SAT Idioms questions will hinge on proper preposition 
usage.
Getting to the Answer: Although you can celebrate with your friends or celebrate 
with a hot fudge sundae, in this context, the correct idiom is celebrate by. 
Additionally, the pronoun “their” is ambiguous, since it could refer to either of the 
sentence’s plural nouns: “readers” or “plots.” Both (B) and (D) correct the idiom 
error, but (B) retains an ambiguous pronoun (“them”). 
(C) does not address the idiom error and uses grammatically incorrect structure. 
(E) does not address either error. 

	 3.	 A	 Category: Correct as Written 
Difficulty: Low
Issues: Parallelism 
Strategic Advice: If you don’t spot an error, don’t be afraid to choose (A).
Getting to the Answer: This sentence is correct as written. 
(B), (C), (D), and (E) all violate the rules of parallel structure.

	 4.	 D	 Category: Wordiness 
Difficulty: Medium
Issues: run-ons and fragments, wordiness
Strategic Advice: When an entire sentence is underlined, look for errors in style or 
structure. 
Getting to the Answer: The subject of this sentence is “her friends”; “Nora” is the 
object of the verb “notice.”  Both (C) and (D) place the noun correctly, but (C) is 
unnecessarily wordy.
(B) is incorrect sentence structure.
(E) is a sentence fragment.

	 5.	 C	 Category: Wordiness
Difficulty: Medium
Issues: passives, run-ons and fragments
Strategic Advice: If you don’t spot an error in grammar or usage, check for errors 
in style.
Getting to the Answer: This sentence is grammatically correct but wordier than it 
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needs to be. (C) is concise without introducing any additional errors.
(B) introduces the passive voice unnecessarily.
(D) creates a sentence fragment. 
(E) is still unnecessarily wordy.

	 6.	 D	 Category: Modifiers
Difficulty: Medium
Issues: verb tenses, style problems
Strategic Advice: Make sure the appropriate noun is placed after a modifying 
phrase.
Getting to the Answer: As written, the opening clause incorrectly modifies “most 
fans” instead of “Bela Karolyi.” Both (C) and (D) correct the modifier error, but (C) 
introduces an inconsistent verb tense. 
(B) does not address the error. 
(E) creates a grammatically incorrect sentence.

	 7.	 C	 Category: Run-ons and Fragments
Difficulty: Medium
Issues: wordiness, run-ons and fragments 
Strategic Advice: Correct SAT answer choices will follow the rules of basic 
sentence structure.
Getting to the Answer: This sentence is not structured correctly; the two phrases 
describing the song, “are played with some hints of old American folk tunes” and “mix 
elite French culture with a country American style” need to be combined with the 
appropriate conjunction, or one must be made into a predicate. (C) does the latter. 
(B) is unnecessarily wordy. 
(D) and (E) create sentence fragments.

	 8.	 E 	 Category: Comparisons 
Difficulty: High
Issues: parallelism
Strategic Advice: Make sure comparisons are structured to compare logical things. 
Getting to the Answer: As written, this sentence incorrectly compares “a staple of” 
New England restaurant to a “reasonably priced Southern” restaurant. (E) makes 
the comparison logical. 
(B), (C), and (D) all fail to use parallel structure in a comparison (“from…than that,” 
“in…than of,” and “out of…than to”).

	 9.	 B 	 Category: Modifiers
Difficulty: Medium
Issues: verb tenses, pronouns
Strategic Advice: Not all modifying phrases will be at the beginnings of sentences; 
make sure all underlined modifiers are applied to the proper words.  
Getting to the Answer: As written, this sentence tells you that the speaker’s 
“friends” are “purchased on sale.” (B), (C), and (E) add pronouns to make clear that 
“purchased on sale” is meant to refer to the cards, but (C) introduces a verb tense 
that is inappropriate in context, and the singular pronoun in (E) does not agree with 
its plural antecedent. 
(D) does not address the error. 
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	10.	 A	 Category: Correct as Written
Difficulty: Medium
Issues: run-ons and fragments, wordiness, style problems, modifiers
Strategic Advice: If you don’t spot an error, don’t be afraid to choose (A).
Getting to the Answer: This sentence is correct as written. 
(B) creates a sentence fragment. 
(C) and (D) are unnecessarily wordy. 
In (E), the first clause incorrectly modifies “some doctors.”

	11.	 C	 Category: Ambiguity
Difficulty: Medium
Issues: pronouns
Strategic Advice: Ambiguous pronouns will always be wrong on the SAT; pronouns 
must refer to specific antecedents.
Getting to the Answer: Here, the pronoun “they” does not have a logical 
antecedent, since the only plural noun to which it could refer is “records.” (C) 
eliminates the ambiguity. 
(B), (D), and (E) retain the ambiguous pronoun.

	12.	 A	 Category: Subject–Verb
Difficulty: High
Issues: idioms
Strategic Advice: Be sure to match underlined verbs to their subject nouns, which 
will rarely be the nouns closest to them in the sentence.
Getting to the Answer: Here, the compound “marketing and advertising” is the 
object of the preposition “in”; the subject of the verb “are” is the singular “Truth.” (A) 
should read is.
(B), (C), and (D) are all idiomatically correct.

	13.	 C	 Category: Pronouns
Difficulty: Low
Issues: idioms, modifiers
Strategic Advice: Make sure that pronouns agree with their antecedents in both 
person and number.
Getting to the Answer: The subject of the sentence is the singular “customer,” so 
the plural pronoun “their” in (C) should be his or her. 
(A) and (B) are idiomatically correct.
(D) appropriately uses “personal” as an adjective to describe “shopping spree.” 

	14.	 B	 Category: Parallelism
Difficulty: Medium
Issues: idioms
Strategic Advice: Verbs in a compound must be parallel in form.
Getting to the Answer: In this sentence, “were instructed…and…understanding” 
violates the rules of parallel structure. (B) should read understood.
(A), (C), and (D) are all idiomatically correct in context.

	15.	 B	 Category: Wordiness
Difficulty: Medium
Issues: idioms, subject–verb
Strategic Advice: Watch out for redundancies: two or more words that mean 
essentially the same thing.
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Getting to the Answer: In (B), “additionally” is redundant with “and.” 
(A) and (D) are idiomatically correct.
(C) agrees with its plural antecedent “physicians.” 

	16.	 A	 Category: Pronouns
Difficulty: Medium
Issues: verb tenses, idioms
Strategic Advice: Use who or whom only to refer to people; for other nouns, use 
which or that.
Getting to the Answer: (A) uses the incorrect relative pronoun “whom” to refer to 
an object. 
The past tense verb in (B) is consistent with “exhibited.” 
(C) and (D) are idiomatically correct.

	17.	 E	 Category: Correct as Written
Difficulty: High
Issues: idioms, verb tenses, subject–verb, modifiers
Strategic Advice: Expect five to eight sentences in the Writing sections 
to be correct as written.
Getting to the Answer: This sentence is correct as written.
(A) and (C) are idiomatically correct.
(B) agrees with its singular subject and uses the appropriate tense for something 
that happened “Prior to 1968.”
(D) properly uses a possessive noun as an adjective to modify “content.” 

	18.	 D	 Category: Pronouns
Difficulty: Medium
Issues: subject–verb, idioms
Strategic Advice: You will most likely see at least one sentence using the pronoun 
“one” in your SAT; make sure it’s used consistently. 
Getting to the Answer: This sentence starts out using the third-person pronoun 
“one,” then switches to the second-person “your”; the error is in (D). 
(A) agrees with its singular subject. 
(B) and (C) are idiomatically correct. 

	19.	 D	 Category: Parallelism
Difficulty: Medium
Issues: idioms
Strategic Advice: Items in a list must be structured in parallel form.
Getting to the Answer: The first two items in this list are nouns (“altitudes” and 
“paths”); (D) should read hikes through. 
(A), (B), and (C) are all idiomatically correct usage. 

	20.	 A	 Category: Parallelism
Difficulty: Low
Issues: subject–verb, idioms
Strategic Advice: Related nouns in a sentence must agree in number.
Getting to the Answer: Since “Cell phones” is plural, “an item” in (A) should be items.
(B) agrees with its plural subject, “Cell phones.”
(C) is idiomatically correct.
(D) agrees with its singular subject, “legislation.” 
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	21.	  E	 Category: Correct as Written
Difficulty: Medium
Issues: idioms, adjective/adverb
Strategic Advice: Use elimination strategies to determine which sentences are 
correct as written.
Getting to the Answer: This sentence contains no errors.
(A) and (D) are idiomatically correct.
(B) correctly uses an adjective to modify a noun and an adverb to modify the 
adverb. 
(C) correctly uses an adverb to modify a verb.

	22.	 B	 Category: Subject–Verb
Difficulty: Low
Issues: idioms, pronouns
Strategic Advice: A verb must always agree with its subject noun.
Getting to the Answer: The singular verb in (B) does not agree with the plural 
“activities.” 
(A) is idiomatically correct with “inspired.”
(C) agrees with its singular antecedent. 
(D) correctly sets up the idiom “either…or.” 

	23.	 E	 Category: Correct as Written
Difficulty: High
Issues: diction, subject–verb, idioms
Strategic Advice: Eliminate answer choices methodically; remember to expect 
between five and eight Writing sentences with no errors.
Getting to the Answer: This sentence is correct as written.
(A) properly uses “where” to refer to a location. 
(B) agrees with its singular subject, “the Tugela River.” 
(C) and (D) are idiomatically correct in context.

	24.	 E	 Category: Correct as Written
Difficulty: Medium
Issues: idioms, transitions
Strategic Advice: Expect between five and eight Writing section questions to be 
correct as written.
Getting to the Answer: This is correct as written.
(A), (B), and (D) are all idiomatically correct in context.
(C) is the appropriate conjunction to combine two related adjectives.

	25.	 B	 Category: Pronouns
Difficulty: High
Issues: idioms, verb tenses 
Strategic Advice: Even though it may refer to a number of people, a singular noun 
requires a singular pronoun.
Getting to the Answer: There might be many people in “The department,” but the 
noun itself is singular; (B) should be its.
(A) and (D) are idiomatically correct.
(C) is an appropriate verb tense in context. 

	26.	 D	 Category: Verb Tenses
Difficulty: Medium
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Issues: parallelism, idioms
Strategic Advice: The present perfect tense can only be used for an action 
continuing to the present or with no fixed end point. 
Getting to the Answer: (D) uses the present perfect tense inappropriately because 
Gina developed her interest in reading at a specified time in the past: “in high 
school.” 
(A) uses proper noun agreement, since “Gina” is singular. 
(B) is idiomatically correct.
(C) properly expresses the contrast between the ideas in the two clauses.

	27.	 D	 Category: Diction
Difficulty: High
Issues: verb tenses, idioms, transitions
Strategic Advice: Use less for quantities that cannot be counted and fewer for 
countable items.
Getting to the Answer: Since “apartments” can be counted, (D) should be fewer.
(A) is an appropriate tense in context.
(B) is idiomatically correct usage.
(C) correctly contrasts the first and second clauses of the sentence. 

	28.	 B	 Category: Pronouns
Difficulty: High
Issues: transitions, idioms
Strategic Advice: Read compounds containing pronouns with just the pronoun. If 
the pronoun would be incorrect alone, then it’s incorrect in the compound. 
Getting to the Answer: Since you wouldn’t say “me was quite surprised,” (B) 
should read Louis and I.
(A) appropriately relates the first clause (the cause) to the second (its effect). 
(C) and (D) are idiomatically correct usage in context. 

	29.	 B	 Category: Pronouns
Difficulty: High
Issues: subject–verb, diction, idioms
Strategic Advice: Make sure that underlined pronouns agree with their 
antecedents.
Getting to the Answer: Only the conjunction and creates a compound requiring a 
plural pronoun; (B) should read he or she. 
(A) agrees with its singular subject. 
(C) is the correct word to refer to the first of two people already mentioned. 
(D) is idiomatically correct usage.

	30.	 B	 Category: Run-ons and Fragments
Difficulty: Low
Issues: wordiness, pronouns, transitions
Strategic Advice: Look for the clearest, most concise way to combine clauses 
without losing any of their meaning.  
Getting to the Answer: As written, sentence 3 is a fragment. (B) combines the 
clauses without introducing any new errors. 
(C) creates a sentence fragment, uses the pronoun “whose” to refer to a company, 
and changes the meaning of the original sentence by failing to indicate that the 
author considers this “the best example.”
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(D) is awkward and unnecessarily wordy, changes the sentence’s meaning by 
saying Johnson and Johnson’s strategy “might have” been the most clever, and 
uses a plural pronoun to refer to the singular entity “Johnson and Johnson.”
(E) is unnecessarily wordy and creates a cause-and-effect relationship between the 
clauses that is not present in the original.

	31.	 D	 	Category: Pronouns
Difficulty: Medium
Issues: transitions
Strategic Advice: Every pronoun must have a clear, unambiguous antecedent.
Getting to the Answer: The antecedent for “it” is unclear. (D) replaces the pronoun 
with “That phrase,” which clarifies the sentence. 
(A) and (E) do not correct the problem. 
The use of “Yet” in (B) does not properly relate the two paragraphs, and beginning a 
sentence with a coordinating conjunction is poor SAT style.
(C) fails to properly relate the sentence’s two clauses. 

	32.	 C	 Category: Run-ons and Fragments 
Difficulty: Low
Issues: verb tenses
Strategic Advice: Make sure every sentence has a subject and verb in an 
independent clause that express a complete thought.
Getting to the Answer: This “sentence” is actually a fragment. (C) adds a subject 
and predicate verb. 
(B) and (D) do not correct the error. 
(E) begins with a coordinating conjunction and introduces an inconsistent verb tense.

	33.	 E	 Category: Reading Comprehension
Difficulty: Medium
Issues: wordiness, idioms, style problems
Strategic Advice: About half of your Improving Paragraphs questions will call on 
your Reading Comp skills.
Getting to the Answer: In this context, the verb “is” is unclear. (E) clarifies the 
sentence’s meaning. 
(A) simply makes the sentence longer without adding any additional meaning. 
(B) interrupts the flow of the paragraph.
(C) fails to properly complete the idiom “whether…or not.” 
The slang term “messed up” in (D) is inconsistent with the rest of the passage.

	34.	 D	 Category: Parallelism
Difficulty: High
Issues: modifiers, wordiness, passives
Strategic Advice: If you can turn a passive construction into an active one easily, 
you should do so.
Getting to the Answer: The underlined portion of the sentence is needlessly 
passive, and the two verbs in the compound are not parallel. (D) corrects both 
errors. 
(B) and (C) do not address either error. 
(E) corrects the passive but is unnecessarily wordy.
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	35.	 B	 Category: Reading Comprehension
Difficulty: High
Issues: wordiness
Strategic Advice: Use your Reading Comp skills to answer questions about adding 
information.
Getting to the Answer: The transition from sentence 11 to sentence 12 is not 
clear. (B) adds an element that clarifies the author’s point. 
(A) and (E) do not clarify the transition. 
(C) introduces a first-person pronoun that is inconsistent with the rest of the 
passage.  
(D) is unnecessarily wordy. 
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