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Please note the following corrections. They were corrected in the second 
printing of the book.  
 
Thanks to our readers for their input. 
 
Page Number  Correction 
Pages 4 -5  The last 2 bullet points on page 4 are repeated at the top of 

page 5 
 

Pages 7 – 8 The content on page 7 under the headings under the “Pace 
Yourself” and “Stop the Clock” are repeated on page 8 
 

Pages 17 – 18 The content on page 17 about the 7 Good Things about the 
CAT is repeated on page 18.  
 
The complete listing of pros and cons of the CAT are listed 
below:  
 
7 Good Things about the CAT 

 There’s a timer at the top of the computer screen to help 
you pace yourself. (You can hide it if it distracts you.) 

 There will be only a few other test takers in the room with 
you—it won’t be like taking an exam in one of those 
massive lecture halls with distractions everywhere. 

 You get a 10-minute pause between each section. The 
pause is optional, but you should always use it to relax 
and stretch. 

 You’ll find the CAT much more convenient for your 
schedule than the pencil-and-paper exam. It’s offered at 
hundreds of centers almost every day of the year. 

 Registering to take the exam is very easy, and 
sometimes you can sign up just a few days before you’d 
like to go. However, depending upon the time of the year 
and the availability of testing centers in your area, you 
may have to register several weeks in advance for a 
desired test date. 

 The CAT format gives you more time to spend on each 
question than you had on the paper-based test. 

 Perhaps the CAT’s best feature is that it gives you an 
immediate score, and your chosen schools will receive it 
just 10 to 15 days later. 

 
7 Annoying Things about the CAT 



 You cannot skip around. You must answer the questions 
one at a time in the order the computer gives them to 
you. There is only one question on the screen at a time. 

 If you realize later that you answered a question 
incorrectly, you cannot go back and change your answer. 

 If the person next to you is noisy or distracting, the 
proctor cannot move you or the person, since your test is 
on the computer. 

 You cannot cross off an answer choice and banish it from 
your sight (it’s on a computer screen, after all), so you 
have to be disciplined about not reconsidering choices 
you’ve already eliminated. 

 You have to scroll through Reading Comp passages, 
which means you won’t be able to see the whole thing on 
the screen at once. 

 You can’t write on your computer screen the way you can 
on the paper test (though some have tried), so you have 
to use scratch paper they give you, which will be 
inconveniently located away from the computer screen. 

 Lastly, many people find that computer screens tire them 
and cause eyestrain—especially after 4 hours. 

Pages 19 – 20 The content from page 19 is repeated on page 20 
 
 
 


